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STUDENT OF THE MONTH
GAIL TYLER

“Music, music, music! That is my life,” says
Gail Tyler, of Mystic, who has immersed her-
self in musical pursuits for as long as she can
remember. Never mind raising 4 “wonderful,
very successful” children, while moving about
the country as a Coast Guard officer’s wife, Gail’s joyful enthu-
siasm for music has remained a constant throughout her 75
years, and she doesn’t plan on slowing down one bit.

Gail began piano lessons at the age of 5. She attended Con-
necticut College with the goal of majoring in music, but left af-
ter 2 “playful” years to marry and raise a family. “I couldn’t
cart my piano around, so I joined church choirs,” laughed Gail.
Later, with her children grown, Gail returned to the University
of Rhode Island to complete her degree in Music Composition,
graduating with honors in 1998. “This was a jumpstart back
into formal music for me. I was 65 at graduation! I just was
so excited, and wanted to keep going to get my masters, and
then doctorate. But I changed my mind, and decided at this
point, I should just spread the wealth - helping students, vol-
unteering, and just staying involved in music.”

Gail, who writes music, was asked by her son, John, and his
fiancée (Margaret Tyler, of CMS repute) to write a piece for
their wedding, which Margaret sang as part of her 2001 CMS
debut performance.

Gail joined CMS’s Stonington Choral Society for Mozart's Reg-
uiem, a piece she had always wanted to sing. Gail also sings
with St. Mark’s Episcopal Church choir, and has been a violin
student with CMS teacher Alison Holt since 2005. “I've played
piano my whole life, but always wanted to play violin - I love
it

In thinking about lessons learned, Gail has clearly thought
deeply. She said she would love to put forth a message to
young students to focus on their dreams. About her future, Gail
is exuberant. She wants to compose more music. “When I
start writing music, I forget about everything. I have a grand
piano, but I also have a new electric piano. I can plug into my
computer, play, and it writes down the musical notation for me!
I won’t ever write the grand symphony - but I haven’t done
enough composing, and I'm not getting ready to stop.”

Wow, I dont know, Gail - our bets are on that grand sym-
phony.

ABRSM PROGRAM

Congratulations to Charlotte White, Andrew Hil-
ton, Carol McBee and Katy King who took their
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music
(ABRSM) examination this month in Farmington,
CT. We look forward to receiving their results!

ABRSM is a UK-based music examination organi-
zation. Students having instrumental instruction
now have the opportunity to take a music exami-
nation, having studied a group of pieces stipu-
lated by the ABRSM, worked on technical exer-
cises, learnt to sight-read and worked on aural
skills. During the examination, students are
asked to play 3 pieces, and scales. They are then
given a piece to sight read, followed by an ear
training test. A perfect score is 150; with a score
of 130 one passes with “distinction,” and with
“merit” at 120. To honor achievement nation-
wide, every year a “high scorer” concert is held,
featuring those with the highest 3 marks in the
nations. There are 8 grades or levels.

CMS Director Simon Holt is committed to devel-
oping CMS into a first-rate academic music insti-
tution, encouraging its students to embrace mu-
sic in a serious way. Music instruction should be
pursued as not only fun, or an after-school
hobby, he believes, but as a thoughtful endeavor
that can significantly enrich one across several
dimensions, musically, culturally, intellectually,
and spiritually. Similar to ranking systems used
in many sports, the ABRSM language is being
used to assess and communicate ability levels.
Simon believes that shifting the emphasis toward
something that is more purposeful and goal-
focused, rather than simply meeting each week
for a lesson, can be highly motivating to certain
students. He believes that encouraging students
in this way can make music instruction more
meaningful, and encourages both students and
parents to feel a greater commitment to succeed-
ing musically.

Students can opt to participate in the pro-

gram by simply speaking with their teacher

or Simon Holt or by contacting the CMS of-
fice for more information.

Calvary Music School, 27 Church Street, Stonington, CT 06378

(860) 535-3631

Executive Director, Simon Holt

To submit info for the newsletter, contact CMS at 535-3631 or CalvMusicSchool@aol.com




STONINGTON CHORAL SOCIETY

Stonington Choral Society, now completing its ninth year, presented Fauré’s setting of
the Requiem Mass and Vivaldi’s setting of the Gloria accompanied by orchestra in a con-
cert on Saturday, May 9. The concert took place at St. James Church in New London and

the musicians were conducted by Andrew Howell. Stonington Choral Society was joined by

singers from All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, St. James Choir, Calvary Church and
the Anglican Singers. The soloists were Birgitta Andersson, Georgette
Hutchins, Tim Breitenstein and Ben Coleman.

Congratulations to Stonington Choral Society and Andrew Howell for hosting such a suc-
cessful concert, enjoyed by over 200 people in the audience!

YOUNG ARTISTS SERIES

The Young Artists Series is a new concert series presented by Calvary Music School, designed to feature
young musicians from our area and beyond. We hope the Young Artists Series not only delighted audiences
of all ages but also encouraged our young musicians as they continue their instrumental and vocal studies.

On Sunday, March 29, Rebecca Baehr gave a Flute Recital. She is quickly becoming recognized
as one of Connecticut’s finest young flutists, recently winning the All-State Flute Championship.
Rebecca is about to finish her senior year at Lyme-0Old Lyme High School. Next year she will be
going to Barnard College in New York and will continue her musical studies at the Manhattan
School of Music.

On Sunday, April 26, Joseph Regan presented a Voice Recital of American Song. Joe has spent ;
the last five years singing with the Men’s Choir at the Washington National Cathedral. In addi-
tion to his performance work, he is on faculty at Shepherd University and Mount St. Mary’s Uni- \,\ \
versity where he teaches voice, coaches staged works, and directs a men’s choir. T

Ll
On Sunday, May 24, Kevin Kwan, assistant organist at St. Thomas Church, 5" Avenue in Man-
+ hattan, gave an Organ Recital. A winner of the 2005 American Guild of Organists/Quimby Re-
gional Competition for Young Organists, Kevin also won awards from the AGO San Diego Chap-
ter, the Spreckels Organ Society, and the Cleveland Institute of Music. In 2007, Kevin obtained
his Master of Music degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music, where he studied with Todd
Wilson.

Thank you for supporting these concerts. We hope to present three more
Young Artists next year!

20092010 FINANCIAL AID SCHOLARSHIPS

Calvary Music School is committed to providing opportunities for musical instruction to everyone and offers financial
aid scholarships to support those with demonstrated interest and commitment in music instruction who are in need of
some help with tuition.

Financial aid scholarships offer tuition assistance of up to 75% of lesson fees. Full-year and per-semester scholarships
are available. When applying for financial aid scholarships, a student audition is necessary and you will be asked to
submit tax information and a written statement, both of which will be kept strictly confidential and returned within 30
days of the application. Applications are accepted anytime

THE MISSION OF CALVARY MUSIC SCHOOL. IS TO NURTURE INDIVIDUALS AND THE COMMUNITY THROUGH PROFES-
SIONAL INSTRUCTION AND INSPIRING MUSICAL EXPERIENCES AS AN OUTREACH PROGRAM OF CALVARY CHURCH.



2009 ANNUAL APPEAL

Our 2009 Annual Appeal is still going strong! Thanks to our numerous and gener-
ous donors, the total amount raised to date is $11,538. With a goal of $15,000 in
mind, the board of Calvary Music School urges you to make a donation now to en-
sure that we can continue our mission to bring quality music education and inspiring
community performances to our area. These funds will allow the school to keep its
gifted Executive Director, amazing Administrative Assistant and talented teachers
paid competitively. Supporting the Annual Appeal sends a message that you sup-
port what we are doing. Please call the office if you would like to arrange a monthly
donation by credit card.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

OUTREACH

Calvary Music School performed for the residents of Mary Elizabeth Nursing Home in December
and again in March. Joyce Mong, Charlotte White and Andrew Hilton played the violin. The pian-
ists were Olivia Parker, Libby Hall, Mollie Kam, Caroline Kam, Mateo Welch, Amita Bose, Babi
Bose, Madeline Little, Andrew Little and Elizabeth Johnstone.

We also played at the New London Community Meal Center this past winter and spring. Ruth Ann
Heller and Kelli O’Connor played a clarinet duo, Glenn Hardy performed on the piano, Simon Holt
accompanied Margaret Tyler’s selection of songs, and Alison Holt and Robin Geise played violin
and piano duets.

CALVARY MUSIC SCHOOL WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE MUSICAL PERFORMANCES TO
THE COMMUNITY AS PART OF OUR MISSION.
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Calvary Music School Summer Camps 2009 !!

CMS is still accepting summer camp registrations. Science and Singing will provide an
ideal opportunity for children 4 to 6 years old to weave together an engaging early
childhood music singing and dancing experience with scientific explorations on the
beach and in the garden. For budding teenage rock stars, last year’s successful Rock-

ing Out! camp is being offered at the end of June. Join this camp and brush up on your
reading skills, try your hand at improvisation and learn what it feels like to play in a
rock band! A Musical Journey is @ musical course for instrumentalists and singers.

Topics will include Music Theory, Music History, Aural Skills and Music Appreciation.
Limited to 10 students to ensure personalize coaching.
Science & Singing June 15 -19,9:30 am & 12 pm, Calvary Church Parish Hall, ages 4.5 -6
Rocking Out! June 25,26,29,30, July 1, 9 am & 12 pm, Calvary Choir Room, ages 13 -17
A Musical Journey July 6 -10,9 am & 12 pm, Calvary Church Choir Room, 4th d 9th grade
For more information and to register, contact CMS at (860) 535 -0361.
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Calvary Music School 6: I
SUMMER SOIREE
SATURDAY, JULY 1 1TH! risdse cowe 1o
This major fundraising event ensures that we begin our school / ﬂa“"“ i
year on solid footing and sustains our many wonderful pro- @:&f)é:}neﬂ AP

grams: Music Together, Stonington Choral Society, Young Artists
Series, ABRSM, Summer Camps, Scholarship and Merit Awards  uupes tue renrs a1 cArvary crurcH
and Vocal/Instrumental Lessons. Due to popular demand, the Soi- CIRQUE DE LA MER
ree returns to Calvary Church’s lovely backyard.

DANCING
This year’s theme is Cirque de la Mer and will take place under Rocka;é“g:il Revue
the big top! Throughout the evening, guests (dressed in the col-
ors of the sea) will be treated to live music beginning with 28 Agf;i’f
Strings and ending with Rock and Soul Revue, a great dance Live Entertainment
band! Opportunities for support include a discriminating silent
auction, an exciting live auction, a scholarship round-up and an Saturday, July 11th
instrument library collection. ) e ereen, sro o, o1
Call CMS at 860-535-3631 if you would like to host a table. .

Calvary Music Schoal, an outrzach pragram of Calvary Church, offers music instruction ta
aver 200 seudents, as well as summer camps, recitals, and public performances.

WE PROMISE A GREAT TIME FOR A GREAT CAUSE!

MEET CMS TEACHER. ALISON HOLT

Alison Holt has been a teacher for Calvary Music
School since it opened in 2000. She also teaches at The
i Saint Thomas Choir School in New York City. Although
most of her students are violinists, she has one or two piano
students and one viola student. She teaches two chamber
groups, one with an average age of 12 and one with an aver-
age age of 65! She performs locally in small chamber
groups, the Salt Marsh Opera orchestra, and occasionally for
the Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra.

AWhat | really | ove to seeo0, she s;
control of their musical education as time goes on: to see an inexperienced player who
needs to be told everything evolve into an increasingly confident performer who sim-
ply needs help in attaining their own goals. The really great thing is that it can happen
at any point in a |ifetime. oo Al i sonbd

When she is not teaching or performing, Alison enjoys cooking, sometimes on a
grand scale (she wil!/ be heading the
ing and needlework. She enjoys being at home with her two Labradors, her husband
and her two children, not necessarily in equal measure!



