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FEATURED STUDENT  

            Carol McBee  

 

 Can a person who grew up listening to 

and watching her parents dance to Frank Si-
natra and Burt Bacharach evolve into a classi-
cal music aficionado? The answer is most de-

finitively, yes!  
 Carol McBee is a "50 something" student of Calvary Mu-
sic School who has done just that.  
 After "falling in love" with Vivaldi's Gloria , Carol was 
hooked.  Coincidentally, Stonington Choral Society began re-
hearsals of the very same piece. Carol knew she had to be part 
of it. She had no musical education or experience but as fate 

would have it, Stonington Choral Society accepts singers from 
the community without auditioning. She was in!  
 In order to maximize her experience, Carol immediately 
signed up for instruction at Calvary Music School, voice lessons 
from Margaret Tyler and music theory with Simon Holt. She "felt 
like she was in kindergarten at 50!" The music school provided 

the instruction that enabled her to perform and she "really en-
joys being able to feel more confident in her abilities." Fellow 
members of Stonington Choral Society continue to provide en-
couragement and support. Carol now practices for performances 
without a CD practice recording, relying on what she's learned 
from Margaret and Simon.  

 Carol has progressed into the ABRSM program and is 

currently studying for her Grade 4 certification. She is rehears-
ing four songs that she will perform in front of an examiner. 
They include The Wee Cooper O'Fife , Since First I Saw Your 
Face,  The Orphan  by Robert Schumann and One Hand, One 
Heart  from West Side Story. She will also be tested on sight 
reading and ear - training exercises. Carol travels to Hartford for 
Grade 4 testing in June.  

 For the past six years of her musical journey, Carol 
served as a member of the vestry and altar guild at Calvary 
Church. She also served as Vice President for Calvary Music 
School and for the past three years served on the Board of Di-
rectors.  She feels driven "to contribute and to give back to the 
school for the wonderful gift she's been given."  

 Where does her journey take her next? Carol is grateful 
that Simon accepted her as a total beginner and provided "a 
light that will stay lit." She is now considering taking piano les-
sons to further her abilities and looks to Calvary Music School 
for the future.  

 
Interviewed by Dorothy Adams, CMS Board  

 

Calvary Music School, 27 Church Street, Stonington, CT 06378     (860) 535-3631        
Executive Director, Simon Holt  

 

To submit info for the newsletter, contact CMS at 535-3631 or CalvMusicSchool@aol.com 

 

   

 ABRSM PROGRAM  
 

 

ABRSM is a UK -based music examination organi-

zation. Students taking instrumental instruction 
now have the opportunity to take a music exami-
nation, having studied a group of pieces stipu-
lated by the ABRSM, worked on technical exer-

cises, learnt to sight read and worked on aural 
skills. During the examination, students are asked 
to play 3 pieces, and scales.  They are then given 
a piece to sight read, followed by an ear training 

test. A perfect score is 150; with a score of 130 
one passes with ñdistinction,ò and with ñmeritò at 
120. To honor achievement nationwide, every 
year a ñhigh scorerò concert is held, featuring 

those with the highest 3 marks in the nations. 
There are 8 grades or levels.  
 
CMS Director Simon Holt is committed to develop-

ing CMS into a first - rate academic music institu-
tion, encouraging its students to embrace music 
in a serious way. Music instruction should be pur-
sued as not only fun, or an after -school hobby, he 

believes, but as a thoughtful endeavor that can 
significantly enrich one across several dimen-
sions, musically, culturally, intellectually, and 
spiritually. Similar to ranking systems used in 

many sports, the ABRSM language is being used 
to assess and communicate ability levels. Simon 
believes that shifting the emphasis toward some-
thing that is more purposeful and goal - focused, 

rather than simply meeting each week for a les-
son, can be highly motivating to certain students. 
He believes that encouraging students in this way 
can make music instruction more meaningful, and 

encourages both students and parents to feel a 
greater commitment to succeeding musically.   
 
Students can opt to participate in the pro-

gram by simply speaking with their teacher, 
or Simon Holt, or by contacting the CMS of-
fice for more information.  

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=1583602109


 

Some Enchanted Evening  
 

On Saturday, July 24th , we will host our 10th Anniversary Summer Soiree entitled " Some 

Enchanted Evening. "  Spend a warm summer night in the lovely backyard of Calvary Church 
entertained by great live music. Join  us in celebrating  our ten years  
of providing quality  music education and inspiring performances to our  community.  The Summer 

Soiree Committee is very excited about this year's theme and promises a romantic fun - filled eve-
ning that will make you feel like you've been transported   to "the Pacific!"  To become in-

volved  either as a sponsor, to help  pay for some of the  expenses,  or to  volunteer  your time and/
or talent on the committee, please contact Liz Hall at 860 -572 -6048 or at Lizhall@snet.net . As 
the school's only major fundraising event of the year, its  success is so important to our pro-

grams... so thank you for participating! It is not too early to start inviting friends!    

 

ANNUAL APPEAL 2010  
Our 2010 Annual Appeal is in full swing and we are counting on your generous donations 
to continue to provide the quality instruction and performances that we are known for! 

Every dollar you give shows support for the many educational and community outreach 
programs we offer each year. Please consider making a donation to Calvary Music 

School. Checks may be mailed to 27 Church Street, Stonington, CT 06378.   
For monthly automatic credit card donations,  

call 860 -535 -3631.   

Calvary Music School Summer Camps 2010!! 
 

CMS is accepting summer camp registrations. Music Together will provide an ideal op-

portunity for infants to children 4 years old and the grownups who love them to share 
songs, instrument play and movement during weekly classes. For budding teenage rock 

stars, last yearôs successful Rocking Out! camp is being offered July. Join this camp and 

brush up on your reading skills, try your hand at improvisation and learn what it feels 
like to play in a rock band! A Musical Journey is a musical course for instrumentalists 

and singers. Topics will include Music Theory, Music History, Aural Skills and Music Ap-
preciation. Limited to 10 students to ensure personalize coaching.   

 

Music Together  Wednesdays, July 7 - Aug. 11, 10:00 - 10:45 am, Calvary Church Parish Hall  

Rocking Out!  July 19 - 23, 9 - 12 pm, 45 Montauk Ave., Stonington, ages 13 - 17  

 

A Musical Journey  July 19 - 23, 9:30 - 12:30 pm, Calvary Church Choir Room, 4th ð9th grade  

 

For more information and to register, contact CMS at (860) 535 - 0361.  

 

Student Recital  

On Sunday, June 20, Calvary Music School will be putting its students through their paces in a  

Student Recital beginning at 3:00pm at Calvary Church. This 90 -minute program will include perform-

ances by approximately 30 of our students of all ages and standards. There will be something for every-

one, and you are welcome to join us!  

mailto:Lizhall@snet.net


 

 

 

 

Meet  CMS  Teacher:    

Paul Fletcher  

 
 

Calvary Music School is delighted to welcome singer and 

voice teacher Paul Laurence Fletcher to our faculty. A 
transplanted Texan, Paul is an honors graduate of Abi-

lene Christian University (Bachelor of Music Education), and pursued graduate studies 
as a full opera scholarship winner at the University of Hartford's Hartt School, taking 

top lieder and opera prizes while earning his Master of Music Degree in Voice. As a solo-

ist with leading ensembles and theaters throughout southern New England, he contin-
ues to win enthusiastic critical praise in a diversified repertoire ranging from early music 

to contemporary musical theater. Descriptions of his singing include "...beautiful and 
clear..." (Danbury News Times), "...vocally alluring..." (Farmington Valley Herald), 

"...great power..." (Stamford Advocate), and "...at once youthful, virile, impassioned 
and seductive, his singing can stand comparison with the best readings of this difficult 

role..." (Hartford Courant). As a featured soloist he has appeared with Orchestra New 
England, the American Classical Orchestra, Pro Arte Singers, Yale Collegium Musicum 

and many others. Recent credits include Messiah with New Haven Symphony Orchestra, 
Vaughan Williams's Dona Nobis Pacem with Hartford Symphony Orchestra (HSO), Elijah  

with Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra, the Greater Middletown Chorale, our 
very own Stonington Choral Society, and the Faure Requiem  to benefit Haiti earthquake 

victims, spearheaded by Voce and HSO. Paul was chosen by the internationally -
acclaimed American composer Morten Lauridsen to perform O Magnum Mysterium and 

Be Still My Soul , Be Still on Voce's new compact disc made with the composer, Sure on 

This Shining Night ~ Voce Sings Lauridsen . He is also a member of Actors' Equity Asso-
ciation and has performed leading and supporting roles in productions at Lamb's Thea-

tre (Times Square), Theatre 315 (NYC), Hartford Stage, the Shubert Opera and others, 
with Tony (West Side Story), Macheath (Threepenny Opera), Lancelot (Camelot) and 

Don Quixote (Man of La Mancha) among his credits. He teaches privately and also 
serves as Principal Vocal Coach for the Greater Middletown Chorale. Paul, his wife Jes-

sica and their 17 -year -old twin sons Zachary and Nathan live in Middletown.  
 

Welcome to Calvary Music School, Paul!  

2010 Financial Aid Scholarships  
 

Calvary Music School is committed to providing opportunities for musical instruction to everyone and offers financial 
aid scholarships to support those with demonstrated interest and commitment in music instruction who are in need of 
some help with tuition.   
  
Financial aid scholarships offer tuition assistance of up to 75% of lesson fees. Full -year and per -semester scholarships 
are available. When applying for financial aid scholarships, you will be asked to submit tax information and a written 

statement, both of which will be kept strictly confidential and returned within 30 days of the application. Applications 
may be  sent to Calvary Music School, 27 Church St., Stonington, CT 06378   



 

 

 

Spring Benefit Concert  
 

On Sunday, April 18th, five of our teachers performed in a "Spring Benefit Concert" at the 

La Grua Center in Stonington Borough. Every seat was filled leaving standing room only 
and audience members included students, parents, family and friends.  

Glenn Hardy performed Musings at the Piano , which included original songs and improvi-
sations.   Alison Holt on the viola and Robin Geise playing the piano performed Sicilienne, 

Opus 78  as well as two movements from Six Studies in English Folksong  by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams.   Ruth Ann Heller playing the clarinet and Simon Holt playing the piano 

joined Alison to perform Andante, Allegro con moto, Nachtgesand and Allegro vi vace, ma 
non troppo, Opus 83 " by Max Bruch.  Ruth Ann and Simon together played Suite from  The 

Victorian Kitchen Garden Prelude, Soring, Mists, Exotica and  Summer  by Paul Reade.      
The concert ended with a "surprise" improvisation of our national anthem by Glenn 

Hardy.  It was an lovely event that we hope to repeat!  

 

A Note from Music Together Teacher, Nancy Urbonas...  
 

 I am very grateful to be finishing my first school year with CMS. I attended an Music To-

gether all -day song seminar on multiple -age classrooms on April 1st in Wallingford, CT. Our cur-
rent Music Together classes are currently working with the Tambourine album. We will be offer-

ing a summer session for six weeks on Wednesdays at 10 am staring July 7. Classes are for birth 
to age 5 along with their caregivers.  
 Children who complete all nine albums of Music Together program know over 200 songs!  

The average American family, sadly, knows only 5. But we can change that!  
 I am always interested in singing with others and welcome collaboration or a hootenanny 

sing -along.  

 

The mission of Calvary Music School is to nurture individuals and the community through profes-

sional instruction and inspiring musical experiences as an outreach program of Calvary  Church.  

Congratulations to Stonington Choral Society,  

soloists and orchestra for their recent performance 

of Haydn's Creation!  


