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TRINITY SUNDAY-CALVARY CHURCH





   ROMANS 5:1-5






        PSALM 8






   JOHN 16:12-15

ABOUT THIS TIME OF YEAR FORTY-SEVEN YEARS AGO ONE LOVELY AFTERNOON SOMEWHERE IN BANGOR, MAINE,  I FOUND MYSELF LYING ON THE GRASS TALKING TO MY COLLEGE CLASS-MATE,  HARRY PARKER, WHEN TWO YOUNG WOMEN CAME WALKING UP TO WHERE WE WERE AND INTRODUCED THEMSELVES TO US.     TWO YEARS LATER AS ONE OF THOSE TWO WOMEN,  PENNY,  AND I WALKED DOWN THE AISLE TOGETHER AFTER MAKING OUR WEDDING VOWS,  I AM CONFIDENT THAT NEITHER SHE  NOR I HAD ANY IDEA WHO THE OTHER REALLY WAS.   WE COULD NOT POSSIBLY IMAGINE WHAT LIFE HAD IN STORE OR HOW WE WOULD REACT.  I DARE SAY THE SAME IS TRUE FOR THE REST OF YOU. BUT SOMEHOW WE BELIEVED IT WOULD BE TERRIFIC AND WE MADE A WAGER TOGETHER THAT A LIFE TOGETHER WOULD BE WONDERFUL.
NOW I WOULD CLAIM VEHEMENTLY THAT I AM NO GAMBLER.  OH, I HAVE BEEN TO LAS VEGAS, THE GRAND CASINO IN MONTE CARLO, IN A TUXEDO, NO LESS! AND IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING, FOXWOODS AND MOHICAN SUN.  HOWEVER, I HAVE NEVER EVEN PUT ONE QUARTER IN A SLOT MACHINE.  I AM TOO CHEAP TO RISK TWENTY-FIVE CENTS LIKE THAT.  HOWEVER, MARRIAGE IS A MUCH GREATER RISK.    SO MANY OF US HAVE MADE THAT WAGER.  AND JUST THINK ABOU IT - THE SAME IS TRUE FOR LONG TERM FRIENDSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS IN BUSINESS.
BY NOW YOU HAVE GATHERED THAT I AM GOING TO BREAK THE TRINITY SUNDAY RULE.  YOU PROBABLY ARE AWARE THAT EPISCOPAL PRIESTS ARE MEANT TO PREACH ON THE LECTIONARY EVERY SUNDAY EXCEPT THIS ONE – TRINITY SUNDAY – WHEN WE ARE SUPPOSED TO EXPLAIN THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY TO EAGER LISTENERS WHO CAN’T WAIT TO EXPLORE HIGH THEOLOGY.   WHY NOT?
 RATHER, I AM GOING TO TALK ABOUT THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, MOST SPECIFICALLY THE GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY.  JESUS SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE HAS MANY MORE THINGS TO TELL THEM, BUT THAT THEY AREN’T READY TO HEAR YET.  HE REASSURES THEM BY TELLING THEM THAT A SPIRIT WILL COME AMONG THEM WHICH WILL LEAD THEM INTO ALL TRUTH.
THE SIXTEENTH CHAPTER OF JOHN IS IN A PORTION OF THE GOSPEL KNOWN AS THE “FAREWELL DISCOURSES.”  HERE IS JESUS WITH THOSE CLOSEST FOLLOWERS TELLING THEM GOODBY.  HE’S PREPARING THEM FOR HIS IMPENDING DEATH.  ALL OF THESE MEN LEFT THEIR JOBS AND FAMILIES TO FOLLOW THIS PREACHER.  THEY MADE A BET, A WAGER, THAT BY FOLLOWING HIM, THEIR LIVES WOULD BE TRANSFORMED AND THE WORLD MADE A BETTER PLACE.  IN OTHER WORDS, THEY RISKED EVERYTHING ON HIS PROMISES.  THEY LEFT HOME AND FAMILY AND OCCUPATION TO FOLLOW JESUS.
AND NOW HE WAS LEAVING THEM.  THEIR ONLY ASSURANCE WAS  THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD WOULD BE WITH THEM.  OBVIOUSLY, THIS PASSAGE IS CHOSEN FOR TODAY, BECAUSE IT INTRODUCES THE THIRD PERSON OF THE TRINITY TO THE READER OF THE BIBLE.


BUT RATHER THAN GO TO A DISCOURSE ON TRINITARIAN DOCTRINE, LET’S LOOK AT THIS MATTER OF THE WAGER THAT THEY MADE.  YOU MAY REMEMBER FROM YOUR COLLEGE DAYS READING PASCAL’S PENSEES IN WHICH HE WROTE ABOUT THE WAGER.  BLAISE PASCAL WAS A MATHEMATICIAN AND A PHYSICIST WHO ALSO WROTE ABOUT RELIGION.   BESIDES CREATING THE MECHANICAL CALCULATOR AND ALL SORTS OF MATHEMATICAL AND SCIENTIFIC THEORIES, HE CAME TO THE CONCLUSION AT THE VERY BEGINNING OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT PERIOD THAT REASON WAS INADEQUATE TO THE FULL UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN EXISTENCE.       THE SECOND HALF OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY WAS A BIG TIME FOR SCIENTIFIC PROOFS AND PASCAL  JOINED THE DEBATE ABOUT PROOFS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.  THIS IS PHILOSOPHY, NOT THEOLOGY, MIND YOU.  HE SAID REASON WOULD NOT GET US TO A PROOF, BUT BETTING ON THE EXISTENCE OF GOD WAS A BETTER ANSWER THAN DENYING GOD, AFTER HALL, HE THOUGHT, WHO REALLY? WHAT IF GOD REALLY DOES EXIST? AND THEN DISCOVERING THAT GOD DID IN FACT EXIST.  PASCAL ASSERTED THAT WE CAN’T KNOW, BUT WHY NOT TAKE THE RISK?  TO PUT IT PLAINLY, HE SAID, “WHAT HAVE WE GOT TO LOSE?”

CLEARLY THE DISCIPLES WERE MAKING A DIFFERENT WAGER THAN WAS PASCAL. WHY WERE THEY WILLING TO RISK FOLLOWING  JESUS?  THEY WERE TAKEN BY THE LOVE OF JESUS, BY HIS ACCEPTANCE OF THEM AND THE POWER OF HIS PRESENCE TO HEAL.  THEY FOLLOWED HIM BECAUSE OF WHO HE WAS AND WHAT HE DID.  MOST OF ALL, THE DISCIPLES EXPERIENCED THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF THE LOVE OF GOD BROUGHT TO THEM IN THE PRESENCE OF JESUS.  UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND AFFIRMATION IS ABSOLUTELY LIFE-TRANSFORMING.                   

YEARS AGO WHEN I WAS TRAINED AS A PSYCHOANALYST, MY PROFESSORS TOLD ME THAT MY JOB AS A THERAPIST WAS TO BE A BENEFICIAL PRESENCE TO MY PATIENTS.  ALL THE TECHNIQUE IN THE WORLD, ALL THE KNOWLEDGE, WAS INSIGNIFICANT NEXT TO THE POWER THAT WOULD WORK THROUGH ME IF I SIMPLY WAS A BENEFICIAL PRESENCE TO THOSE WHO CAME WEEK AFTER WEEK TO MY OFFICE.   THEY WERE TELLING ME TO FOLLOW THE MODEL WE HAD IN JESUS.   JESUS SHOWED US WHAT IT MEANS TO BE PRESENT ENTIRELY FOR US.  CHRIST BIDS US DO THE SAME FOR ALL WHOM WE MEET AND ALL WHOM WE KNOW.  JESUS HAS SOMETIMES BEEN CALLED “THE MAN FOR OTHERS.” THE EXAMPLE HE SET FOR US IS THAT WE TOO ARE CALLED TO LIVE OUR LIVES IN THE SERVICE OF ALL THOSE WHOM WE ENCOUNTER IN LIFE.

WE MADE A WAGER WHEN WE CHOSE A CAREER JUST AS WHEN WE CHOSE A SPOUSE.  SOMETHING CALLED US TO OUR WORK.  WE DECIDED ON A CALLING.  WE DECIDED TO FOLLOW A PATH IN LIFE.  THAT IS WHAT JESUS OFFERED HIS DISCIPLES AND WHAT HE OFFERS US.  FOLLOW ME.  THE EARLY CHRISTIANS WERE CALLED “FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY.”  THE TERM CHRISTIAN MAY WELL HAVE BEEN A PEJORITIVE.    JESUS INVITATION IS SIMPLY “FOLLOW ME.” 
 LESLIE SMITH TWO WEEKS AGO TALKED ABOUT THE STORY OF PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON AND THE QUAKE THAT SET THE PRISONERS FREE.  BUT INSTEAD OF ESCAPING THEY ALL STAYED IN PLACE AND THEIR ACTIONS TRANSFORMED THEIR JAILER.  HE FOLLOWED THEM BY BECOMING A SERVANT.  HE SAID NOTHING. HE MINISTERED TO THEM.  HE SIMPLY FOLLOWED.  HE ASKED TO BE BAPTISED AND THEN HE TOO BECAME A FOLLOWER OF THE WAY OF JESUS.
THE QUAKERS HAVE A WONDERFUL EXPRESSION FOR THE JOURNEY OF FAITH.  THEY SAY, “LET YOUR LIFE SPEAK.”  SO NOW I INVITE YOU TO THINK ABOUT HOW YOU CAME TO THE FAITH.  FOR ME IT WAS WHAT THE WRITER OF THE BOOK OF HEBREWS CALLS THAT GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES BY WHOM WE ARE SURROUNDED.  FOR ME IT BEGAN WITH MY FAMILY AND THEN COUNTLESS FRIENDS AND AQUAINTANCES WHO LET THEIR LIVES SPEAK.  THEY WERE TRULY FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY.
SCRIPTURE IS FILLED WITH SUCH STORIES OF PEOPLE OF FAITH.  ABRAM AND SARA LEFT THEIR HOMES IN OLD AGE TO FOLLOW THE CALL OF GOD.  NOAH BUILT AN ARK ON DRY LAND SURROUNDED BY THE RIDICULE OF HIS NEIGHBORS.  THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FOLLOWED MOSES FOR FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS.  PEOPLE OF FAITH LIVE LIFE WITH CONFIDENCE.  THE LATIN IS CON FIDES –“WITH FAITH.”  FAITH IS TRUST SUPPORTED BY COURAGE AND THE WILLINGNESS TO RISK.

PAR T OF THE REASON I HAVE MADE THE BET MYSELF IS BECAUSE THE CHRIST BET HIS LIFE ON ME.  MY DEAR FRIENDS, JESUS BET HIS LIFE ON YOU.  THAT’S WHY I AM A FOLLOWER OF THE WAY OF CHRIST.  I SHOULD ADD THE WORDS WE USE IN OUR BAPTISMAL VOWS, “I AM, WITH GOD’S HELP.”
 LET YOUR LIFE SPEAK YOUR FAITH.  OFFER TO THE WORLD WHAT CHRIST HAS GIVEN YOU, UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND AFFIRMATION FOR YOU AS A PRECIOUS CHILD OF THE LIVING GOD.   AS YOU BECOME A SOURCE OF AFFIRMATION FOR ALL THOSE WHOM YOU ENCOUNTER, YOU WILL GROW YOURSELF IN THE GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE AND THE LOVE GOD.  
REMEMBER JESUS’ WORDS TO HIS DISCIPLES AS HE SAID FAREWELL TO THEM: “I STILL HAVE MANY THINGS TO SAY TO YOU, BUT YOU CANNOT BEAR THEM NOW.  WHEN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH COMES, HE WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH…” BUT NOT NOW.  IN FACT IN THIS LIFE OUR WHOLE JOURNEY IS TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN SURE AND CERTAIN HOPE THAT AT THE END OF TIME IT WILL BE ALL CLEAR, BUT FOR NOW, WE CAN TRUST THE JOURNEY FOR CHRIST IS THE JOURNEY AND THE JOURNEY’S END.

AMEN

