
In today’s reading, the Gospel of Luke tells of when Simon the Pharisee invited Jesus to eat with him and other Pharisees. Simon’s intentions were to examine and study Jesus. He wanted to discover if Jesus really was a prophet and if His messages and teaching should be believed. Simon wanted to compare the Pharisees’ teachings to those being taught by Jesus. From all this he hoped to discover if Jesus was an ally or a threat and what should be done with Him. 

When Jesus arrived at Simon’s house he immediately laid down with his head and chest near an outdoor, low table and his feet lying outwards. This was a common seating method during the time. Upon arrival, Jesus did not receive any of the customary greeting rituals. He was not given a gesture of welcome such as a kiss. He was not anointed with ointment. Nor was He given any water in which he could bathe his feet. In Jesus’ time people anointed their guests so that they felt refreshed. Their feet were bathed in water as an act of love. Both of these practices were acts of hospitality and were rarely skipped.

Because the meal was outdoors on what is best described as a patio, it became very public. A woman who had fallen into sin learned that Jesus was eating at Simon’s house. She walked onto the patio with an alabaster jar of ointment and began crying at Jesus’ feet. She bathed His feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. She then anointed his feet with the ointment and kissed them continuously. 

Simon and the other Pharisee’s knew of this woman and knew that she was a sinner. Simon thought to himself that because Jesus has accepted the woman and allowed her to wash, anoint and kiss his feet, that He did not know her character and that she was a sinner. Therefore, because he did not know the woman’s character, Simon believed that Jesus was not a prophet.


Jesus, hearing what Simon thought, told him the story of the two debtors, and we presume that Jesus’ intention was to draw a parallel with his situation right then and there with Simon the Pharisee, the other Pharisee guests and the woman believed to be a sinner and therefore not welcome in their company.

 Jesus told Simon that God had forgiven both the sins of the Pharisees and the sins of the woman because both of them worshipped God. He then said that the woman, who had been a sinner, showed more love to Him than the Pharisees that were considered holy. He then turns from the table and faces the woman for the first time. He tells her that her faith has saved her and that her sins have been forgiven. 


The concept of this story was, for me at least, very difficult to grasp. There was some wording that confused me on the plot. At first, I could not tell if the woman had her sins forgiven because she showed great love or that she showed great love because her sins were forgiven. If her sins had been forgiven because she showed great love that would be considered work for the woman, but if she had been forgiven her sins then showed great love that would be an example of God’s grace.


However, by taking another look at the parable told by Jesus, we see that the creditor cancelled both of his debtors debts, but neither one of the debtors had shown him any love before he cancelled his debt. It was an act of grace by the creditor. This is metaphoric for the case scenario with Jesus, Simon the Pharisee and the woman sinner. Both Simon and the woman worshipped God. God, being merciful like the creditor, forgave both Simon and the woman for their sins. Simon and the woman were the debtors, the woman having committed far more sins than Simon. Therefore, as Simon answered when Jesus asked him, the debtor or sinner who had been forgiven more would love the creditor or God more. 

The first thing I realized from this reading was that the woman, who was a sinner, worshipped God. In other words, people who have done bad things can still worship God and ask for His forgiveness.

That being said, from this reading we know that the main message was that people who were forgiven more sins loved God more. Let me repeat that again, THOSE WHO ARE FORGIVEN MORE, LOVE MORE. God seeks out sinners and associates with them. I remember a lesson taught to me by Mr. Jan McGregor while he was my mentor for my confirmation. It was the fifteenth chapter of Luke. It was the story of the shepherd who had 100 sheep and when one of them went missing. He left the other 99 unattended and went searching for the one that had gone astray. The shepherd was symbolic for God and how He will go out of His way to rescue the strayed lamb, which is symbolic for a person who has fallen into sin. And if that story is not enough, let us all be reminded that Christ died for our sins. Christ died for all people, including the sinners. So once again, as shown in this reading, GOD LOVES AND ASSOCIATES WITH SINNERS.

When I looked at this lesson, the first thing that came to mind was people in prison and people that had committed crimes. I thought of those who were in church programs. Maybe these people had done such bad, even terrible things in their past, but it is possible that they felt guilty and ashamed after they realized what they had done. Maybe they wanted forgiveness. Maybe they continued to worship God and from what this story has taught us, maybe they were forgiven for their crimes in the eyes of God. Maybe they “turned a new leaf”. Maybe because God had forgiven them, the criminals loved God more than we do. They experienced his mercy and kindness of God first-hand. I know that most of you might disagree with me when I say this, but I believe that it is true in most cases. We, in this congregation, may not have sinned as frequently or as badly as some people, but during the Confession of Sins we seek forgiveness from God for those sins that we HAVE committed. People who have committed more sins or worse sins announce the same confession that we do. Therefore, they are granted the chance to be forgiven by God.

Few of us know what it is like to be deemed “a bad person” by everyone that knows what you have done. We do not know what it is like to not be forgiven by anyone except God for something you have done. If you were in the place of that criminal or that woman, who had sinned frequently and was now trying to change his or her ways, and was seeking forgiveness, wouldn’t you want someone to give you a second chance. When you learn that someone committed a horrible crime and had to serve time in prison, do not immediately assume that they are a bad person. Do not assume that you are a better person than them in the eyes of God and in the eyes of the people around you. Do not assume that God loves you more than the person that has sinned. Do not assume that you love God more than this person, that you are more righteous. Do not assume any of these things. Do not prejudge those who have sinned because there is a chance that you are completely wrong. There is a chance that God sees them as a more devout Christian than you. We, as humans, do not forgive as rightly as God and we are subject to prejudice. Therefore it is unlikely that other people will deem a criminal or released criminal better than you. People forget that prison is a place for rehabilitation. People forget that not all criminals that are released plan on continuing their ways of sin and crime. Some people change BECAUSE they are in prison. By judging and disdaining someone because they have done something or some things wrong, we are being just like Simon and the Pharisees. 
The interesting thing about this story is that the preachers, the Pharisees, were the ones who were doing something wrong. They were unwilling to even associate with the sinner. They scorned and disdained her. Even worse they tried to have Jesus do the same thing. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees. He told them how they were wrong. He said that this woman loved God more than they did. This woman, this sinner, was one of the bravest worshippers ever. She did something that would be considered embarrassing and humiliating by everyone. She, a sinner, arrived unwelcomed to a Pharisee’s meal. She did what most would find degrading. She kissed Jesus’ dirty feet. She bought an extremely expensive jar of ointment so that she could anoint his feet. She ignored everything and everyone. She focused solely on Jesus. She focused solely on worshipping and loving her God.
So in conclusion, do not be like Simon and the Pharisees. Do not be high and noble. Do not believe that you are better, more righteous or more devote than anyone in the eyes of God. God loves everybody equally. Do not carry prejudice against those who have sinned; those who have done wrong. You are equal in the eyes of God. If you saw a prisoner who was just released from prison walked into church right now, what would you think? Would you ignore him? Would you question his decisions? Would you not want him here? In all honesty, you should walk up to that man and congratulate him because he, that ex-felon, has made a life change. He has asked God for forgiveness. He has been forgiven. That person has the bravery and devotion to worship and a love for God that so few of us have. He is able to walk in here, knowing that you will judge him quickly and deem him as a bad person. But he is able to ignore all that. He is able to ignore ALL that, and come here to focus on praising and worshipping God. That man, that sinner, he has been given a second chance. He has been forgiven by God. He now hopes that he can be forgiven by you. He wants a second chance to associate with the general public. But they can change who they are and who they hope to be. And it is my opinion, that HE DESERVES that second chance.  A person can not change the past. They can not change who they were. But they can change who they are and who they hope to be. He has done everything in his power to seek forgiveness. You can forgive that person. Walk a mile in that person’s shoes. What if you had done something wrong? What if you felt ashamed and guilty for what you had done? What if you felt that the only place that you could go was to church? What if that were the only place that you felt somewhat welcomed? What if all you wanted were people to stop calling you a bad person because of what you had done and that all you wanted was for them to know that you have changed? That you want to be forgiven. That you want a second chance. 
The lesson from today’s Gospel is… be forgiving when those want a second chance. And whenever you are in the position where you seek forgiveness and a second chance, you must ignore people that scorn you, that make you feel that you are not welcomed in church. In times of your greatest trouble and strife and turmoil, you must go to God with your entire soul, heart and mind. 
May God help us listen to the Word of God. Amen.  
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