In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

This Maunday Thursday when I preached, a parishioner asked that there be a sermon discussion session afterwards.  

I am assuming that it was because I proposed to rethink conventional glorification of servant-hood. I rejected the absolute demonization of Judas. And I questioned whether it is possible that we are missing the entire message by believing that the last supper is more about food than it is about the intrigue around the table.  

I proposed instead, that, the last supper is about the cosmic reality of conflict which emerges when God’s quest in and through us for, peace justice and righteousness turns into the violence of a body being broken and blood being shed.  I questioned how we can begin to entertain betrayal as part and parcel of the context in which Christ commands us to “do this in remembrance of me”; And, in this context urges us to love one another.
In very simple words, I basically urged us to think anew the meaning of Christ’s suffering and death. Again, of all the New Testament writers, I believe, Paul understands God’s purpose for Christ the best. And he should have, for he was very much a part of the movement, the intrigue, that sought to eradicate Jesus’ ministry and message. He understood its real strength, not just its symbolic meaning as we seem to celebrate today through our sanctification of the whole narrative.  

What is this narrative that Paul understood?  It is the narrative that was repeated here this evening.  It is the narrative of God’s involvement in history.  It is the narrative of God creating a good world and then finding it to be corrupted with sin and evil.  It is the narrative of God destroying everything with the hope of starting over anew after the floods. And when God is convinced that the people cannot do it by themselves, it is the narrative of God deputing Moses and Aaron and Miriam to lead God’s people to the promised state.  It is the narrative of God realizing that His people are incapable of living the promised life; they are incapable of living with hope and that they are devoid of all life.  It is the narrative of God trying over and over again, and failing each time to create a perfect model of salvation, or a perfect new creation.
With at least 4,000 years of God’s failure to come up with a fool proof plan of salvation, God comes down to live the life of a human person. God choses to experience the human limits; God takes on the challenge of making salvation real while still being a human person.  
The challenge that God faces is huge.  It is relatively much simpler to be the God of a people over against the rest of God’s creation.  It is extremely simple to always be right by having the other side always lose.  But what if God’s plan to create a model through selection resulted in being antithetical to God’s plan for a creation that lived in perfect peace with perfect justice?  What if picking sides – as we see in the Old Testament – ultimately defeated the idea of training God’s chosen to appreciate and live respectfully and lovingly with those who were not a part of the chosen few but were still as much loved by God for they were also created by God with the same purpose?

Whether it was by electing a person and his family – as in the case of Noah – to restart the creation or by electing a whole nation – as in the case of the Israelites – to be a light to the nations, the idea of choosing one over the other simply did not do the job of making peace, justice and righteousness sustainable.  

So then God chooses the Jesus model.  I believe that the Jesus model is so compelling because it is not based on choosing a person to model good behavior; instead, God himself assumes the challenge of modeling sustainable peace, justice and righteousness while being human.  So what is this God-Jesus model that makes peace, justice and righteousness sustainable?

I believe the story of the passion of Christ, starting from the intrigue building up as Christ triumphantly enters Jerusalem, to the supper where the opposing points of view are entertained with love and care around a single table, to the betrayal, to the violence of seeing one perspective rallying public support to affect extreme cruelty on the person that just a few days back they rallied as the possible elected messiah, to the power of evil inherent in the triumph of one perspective winning over the other at the time of crucifixion, tells the story of how ultimate peace, ultimate justice, and ultimate righteousness are possible only when each human person is willing to lose everything; even her own existence.

The beauty of the Easter story is not that the other perspective wins, but that in its ultimate victory it loses!  That when a perspective gloats its triumph, its victim resurrects! In Paul’s words, “where O death is your victory, where O death is your sting?” 
And that is why the risen Christ needs to meet his disciples in Galilee – the place where the under-privileged lived, and not in Jerusalem – the seat of power! That is why, as Paul says, when we are baptized, we are baptized in Christ’s death!  It is only in so doing that we find the newness of life; the new creation.  
Yes friends, as we express our excitement today with Alleluia, let us not forget what we are baptized into.  It is not that easy to be a Christian. So today when we walk out of this sanctuary bearing the good news that He is risen let us not forget the meta narrative. Let us not forget that the resurrection came after the willingness to die a violent death on the cross, which came after Jesus’ intentional institution of the last supper in which he commanded us to entertain all intrigue and all diversity at the table. 
Friends, this Easter when God has given up the idea of election and privilege to model true peace, justice, and righteousness, are we prepared to believe in the risen Lord! Are we ready to be dead to the sin of seeking triumph? 
If we are, friends, then join me in shouting with joy the Easter acclamation, Alleluia Christ is risen! (The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia)

May God give us the strength and the wisdom to understand God’s intervention in our history, so that we may seek to live without privilege, and in doing so, may find ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
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