In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Today we will be baptizing three young men; very young men.  Today we also celebrate the All saints day, remembering all those who have gone before us. It is quite a contrast, celebrating a very young person’s journey into a faith community and then celebrating the life of those who have made their journey through death and are now with our lord and savior Jesus Christ in his heavenly kingdom.  

In the words of John who received the revelation of how the battle between the good and the evil will end with all things being renewed by the Lamb of God, today we truly celebrate the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Both of which are not two ends of a spectrum or two antithetical entities but find their existence in one and the same person, Jesus Christ the lamb of God. 
It is this Jesus Christ’s commandment we shall be following when we will baptize in the name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is this Jesus Christ’s existential truth we witness today, the truth of death, the truth of resurrection.  

In our faith history many have likened the act of Baptism to the act of birth, emerging from water and taking the first breath of life; a time of beginning.  Jesus Christ’s ministry began with a baptism. And the very next thing that happened in his life was not the showering of God’s blessings, but a time of trial; a time of encountering the reality of evil.  Jesus certainly did not give in; yet he certainly did not overcome evil in his lifetime either.  The battle continued; sometimes as a dialogue between non-committing and non-accepting friends; sometimes as a challenge from the religious authorities; sometimes as disbelief by his very own disciples; sometimes as an angry man turning the tables at the temple; sometimes with the evil spirits who just could not keep their mouths shut; and definitely culminating as a political prisoner hanging from the cross.
So why did the Almighty God the Father not hand Jesus everything on a platter? Why did he have to die as he struggled with the evil of the day? Why doesn’t a good God make everything good so that we can all enjoy a hunky dory life? Why this struggle with evil? How can a good God permit injustice, poverty, exploitation of his creation, and so on and so forth? 

I pause each time I hear such questions. My heart breaks because no where in the Christian Scriptures is it ever communicated that believing in God will rid us of the responsibility of fighting the battle with evil.  What is communicated instead, is that, when we are clothed in Christ through the Holy Spirit, just like Jesus we shall be at the center of this battle.  
Christians who have taken this message seriously have found themselves at the forefront of this battle. Martin Luther King Jr., a man of cloth, fought one such battle. Mother Teresa fought another such battle. Arch Bishop Oscar Romero fought yet another such battle. And this Friday I was so encouraged to hear the beautiful talk given by Lisa Bates at the Calvary Men’s Group. It was a man clothed in Christ through the Holy Spirit who upon receiving a dollar in the Sunday collection from a homeless person who had spent two nights sleeping at the door of the church decided to do something about the homeless situation in this area. Today, according to Ms. Bates, it is primarily the generosity of the churches that funds social services carried out by non-profits in the state of Connecticut.  It is not the state, but the church that looks after God’s most vulnerable people. Why? Because we have received the vision of Isaiah, the revelation of John, the dream of Martin Luther King, that once the fight is fought and the battle done, We shall over come.  
It is this vision, this revelation, this dream that gives us hope in the darkest hour of our battle with evil.  

Yet today we live in an age of fear, an age of hopelessness and an age where the mainline Christian Church is continuously losing its members. It is an age where right in our midst we discover people planning to create an Islamic state based on an ideology that gave us September 11, and continues to cause carnage across the globe; right here in our midst in Detroit.    

It is an age where parents never tell their children to stop going to school if the math class is boring or if the social studies teacher does not have her history right; yet are very accepting and understanding of their children’s lack of interest in coming to church.  Somehow we have concluded that education that helps us earn a living is much more important than worshipping the God who gives us our existence.  

As our love of God grows ever more lukewarm, our despair increases. As our reliance on our mighty war machine to cull the evil of terrorism, and our generous grants for social programs to such parts of the world where we think we can win the hearts and minds of conflicting people grows, so does the reality of an ever present threat to our way of life becomes starker. I often question, is the world today in a worse situation than it was at the time of the second world war or other times of complete desolation before that?  I think no, the world today is certainly in a much better shape. Yet our despair is much greater. Why?
Could it be that we are putting our trust in the wrong places? I often wonder what would be the shape of this society if the Church stopped living the Gospel. Where will our Martin Luther King Jrs. come from; where would our Mother Teresas come from; where would our Oscar Romero’s come from; who will found and fund our homeless shelters?  

And that is why today is important.  For today we are bringing into the fold three new people. We are putting them in the care of their parents and this congregation to learn and then live the Gospel of Jesus Christ that brings hope, peace and comfort to the most vulnerable, precisely because it compels its listeners to enter the battle field, knowing that once the fight is fought, the battle done, we shall over come.  Knowing that we shall see the new heaven and the new earth; that the old shall pass and that we shall hear the voice saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 
Baptism is no magic. It will not automatically make a person understand and live the Christian Gospel. It is a symbol of our commitment to Christ. This commitment we make as a community. We as a community take the responsibility of teaching the one being baptized the Christian way; the Christian struggle; the Christian hope; and the Christian promise of a renewed creation.  Not through any miracle or magic, but through a battle that we must not try to avoid through our questioning of God’s order; instead we must, like Jesus, confront the evil fairly and squarely, perhaps continuously, all the while praying to that God to lead us not into temptation but to deliver us from evil.
So friends each time that Sunday morning sleep tempts you to stay home; or that social activity seems more important; please think of the commitment you have in Christ to this community of Baptized Christians. Please think of where our Martin Luther King Jrs. and our Mother Teresas will come from if our love of God grows lukewarm?   

I, a person who has lived in a society that does not know Christ,  urge you my brothers and sisters in Christ not to let this society, a blessing to you from God, slide into the hands of those whose vision of a good society begins with bloodshed and ends with the exploitation of the most vulnerable.  
We Christians have a dream, a vision, a revelation. The Battle with evil is inherent to that revelation; yet more importantly, history has taught us time and again, that “We shall overcome”. Not with our sophisticate military machine, but through the love of Christ. Not with our generous grants to win the hearts and minds of those on the other side; but through steadfastness in the faith of Christ.  

This is what we celebrate today at All saints day.  This is what we commit to as we follow the great commission of Christ and baptize in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  And now in the words of John who received the revelation we heard today, “Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Churches”.  Amen.    
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