In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

The Wisdom of Solomon is an interesting book. It is one of the Deuterocanonical books, which simply means that it is found in the Roman Catholic, Greek and Salvonic Bibles.  We Episcopalians read it too. And we should, because it challenges our preoccupation with reason and perhaps provides for the best commentary on the limitations of reason.  

In order to understand its critique of reason, one needs to first grasp its worldview and the entire structure that, according to the writer of this great work, explains the relationship between human reason, faith, and God’s wisdom. Now this wisdom of God is very much accessible to us humans provided we have faith. So in a way, it is wisdom that reconciles human reason with faith. So what is the structure of this approach to religion?

First, God created the world good.  So everything that God has created is good and has an eternal existence. This eternal existence is challenged by the presence of evil which seeks to bring death to God’s creation. Therefore, evil that leads to evil acts, that is, sin is the sole cause of death.  In other words, if we can somehow control sin from happening, we can actually sustain the eternal life that God has created.  
Let me try it another way, eternal life is not what one acquires through good works; instead it is the natural order of things. We are unable to have it only when we align with evil and disrupt the natural order of God’s creation!  I find that to be a fascinating concept.  It is fascinating because it does not propose a sinful state as the starting point for our spiritual journey towards salvation. The journey begins from the point of an assured eternal life. Death is a disruption that one can easily avoid by not aligning with the evil and therefore by not allowing for the evil to bring sin into existence. In theological jargon, this would mean that original sin is not the starting point.  Now this is radical!
The second element of this world view is that since eternal life is a continuum, the human ability to see the entire scope of this continuum is extremely limited. We can only see from point A to point B. We cannot see the entire span of the eternal life. This is true not only from a linear perspective but also from a multidimensional perspective.  However, what allows us to gain a broader and a more multidimensional view of eternal life is wisdom which is purely a gift from God.  

Hence the third element, faith is what makes the relationship with God possible. It is only when we have faith that we are able to receive the wisdom of God that in turn enables us to understand and appreciate eternal life.   

So, according to the wisdom tradition, human faculty to comprehend is extremely important, but, it is not reason based. Instead, it is faith based. Faith is not a blind irrational acceptance of unverifiable concepts. Faith, for the lack of a better way to explain this, is that instrument which broadens the capacity of human beings to understand much beyond the capacity of human reason.  This it does by opening the possibility of receiving God’s wisdom which provides a limitless and infinitely broad view of eternal life.  

So then what is the problem with reason in such a worldview?  Reason is based on a premise which has a specific location on the continuum. Reason also arrives at a conclusion which too has a specific location on the continuum.  Therefore, it has a specific beginning and a specific end. And when viewed from the perspective of a continuum, what it allows for is extremely limiting and definitely not the whole scope of the continuum! Furthermore, this limited approach to eternal life gives birth to pessimism and therefore naturally lends itself to the forces of evil. This is what our first scripture reading asserts today. 
Well, I certainly agree with this conclusion of the wisdom writer.  I would even say that I have time and again seen how reason prevents us from understanding the fundamentals of Christian faith simply because it is unable to see the bigger picture.  

This past week my dad was, as usual, preaching at the dinner table. I forget the point he was trying to make but he kept on referring to love as being without reason.  I think his idea was that when Christ taught us to love one another, he was not asking us to love only for self benefit, but to love selflessly which is without question an unreasonable act.  So in the midst of this dinner table sermon, while my dad kept using the word “unreasonable” to communicate his idea of selfless love; I turned to Mollie and said, “Sweetheart, do you promise that for the rest of your life you will be totally “unreasonable” with me?”  Surely, without missing a beat, Mollie responded, “Gladly honey, I just hope you know what you are asking for!”  
Today I feel God is asking us to be unreasonable.  God is asking us to appreciate life much beyond the limits of human reason.  God is asking us to have faith that opens the possibility of receiving God’s wisdom; the wisdom that allows us to see, experience, and reclaim eternal life. 

This is the struggle of Jesus’ disciples in today’s Gospel lesson.  They just do not get it.  We do not get it.  We shy away from faith because we think we know everything that there is to know.  Unlike little children who are open to learning more and broadening their perspective, we seem to be more interested in narrowing our experience and our perspective.  This urge to go down the narrow path is not only visible in those who consider faith and religion a pointless exercise today but also in those disciples of Christ who have been over the years arguing for an ever more narrow understanding of Jesus’ life and ministry.  Today we see far fewer people in church.  We see a greater push towards a self indulgent theology. We want to feel secure in our little location on the continuum.  Yes, the question of who is the greatest has not left us.  

May God give us the faith that enables us to receive God’s wisdom that in turn affords us an infinitely broad and an infinitely deep understanding and appreciation of our pre-existing eternal life. Amen.             
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