In the name of the FATHER, SON, and HOLY SPIRIT, Amen. 

Last week when I shared my sermon with my dad, he said, “so, are you going to finish this sermon next week?” And I responded, “Yes, of course, how did you know!” I was not joking either!  I know those who know me will be completely surprised that I could plan two weeks ahead, but I actually did.  
Last week I wanted to communicate some of the dynamics of the church in Ephesus at the time of the writing of the Gospel of John.  Of course, whatever I said or say today about that dynamics is my reconstruction and should be received as that and nothing more.  
I submitted before you the idea that the newly forming church in Ephesus was feeling the conflict with the Jewish community of which they were very much a part of but could also see a new community emerging out of their belief in Jesus’ radical understanding of some very core ideas of the Jewish faith. So the necessity to stay under the radar was apparent. 
Also, significant was their belief that those who are considered insignificant leftovers from the Jewish community are being gathered to form the new community. While I asserted that recognition of such a ground swell or bottom up leadership is absolutely necessary for our church by the sea, I also weaved together Paul’s prayer in Ephesians with the context of the Gospel of John and emphasized what I saw as the need of our Parish to not only prepare itself to tell our story but also to observe prayerful reflection as individuals and as a community.  
Now that I have finished my sermon from last week, let me begin today’s sermon and then hopefully you would be able to see why this had to be done as a sequel.   
As soon as Paul ends the prayer for inner being and for Christ’s dwelling in the believers’ hearts, he immediately begs the new faith community to make every effort to maintain the unity of Spirit in the bond of peace.  I find it quite interesting that a true Christian community, from its inception, is in need of unity of Spirit in the bond of peace!  

Today, as the Episcopal Church finds itself moving farther away from the Anglican Communion, and frankly from most Christian Churches which universally form the body of Christ, one finds sentiments and statements expressing the loss of the bond of peace.  Perhaps out of frustration some have even gone as far as saying that the growing gulf will perhaps be never healed till Christ comes again in His glory!
Well, before we get too carried away, let this be clear that there has never been a church in history that did not have difference of opinion over how best to relate to God and to relate God to people.  The young faith community in Ephesus from its very inception expressed such divisions.  
However, what interests me most is Paul’s response to this inherent proclivity to dispute in Christian faith.  Paul does not affirm any one way of relating to God as superior to the other. However, what he does is rather intriguing. 
First, Paul establishes the fundamentals, that is, he very clearly lays out that we are all called into one faith, one baptism, and that we are all called to believe in one Lord and one father of all.  
Second, this father epitomizes unity by being the father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.  In other words, unity exists by virtue of the nature of God and not by virtue of our ability or inability to resolve our differences!  We are one with God not because of what we are but because of what God is!  
Third, in order to ensure that the relationship between God and us is solid, Paul presents Christ as the one who ascends and descends, that is to say, Christ forms a uniting link between the creator God the Father and the created children of God by being God the son.  
And now the fourth and perhaps the most important element of Paul’s argument for unity, the children of God are not God! They do not individually represent the fullness of God; instead, each one is given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  This is to say, that, every person brings to the table gifts essential for completing that wholeness which only exists in God. Therefore, Paul uses the image of a body in which each part has a significant role and without which the entire body will cease to function; however, no one part can make the claim of being the entire body. 
And herein lies the greatest human dilemma.  We are all victims of where we are and where we have been.  We can only think, see, and feel because of how we have thought, seen and felt. In the Indian folk lore there is a story of the three blind men experiencing an elephant and then adamantly defending their knowledge of what they found the elephant to be.  One who had wrapped himself around one of the elephant legs described the entire elephant as a tree trunk.  While the other who touched the ear described it as a big fan; and the third who had touched the trunk disputed the other two and described the elephant as a big snake.  The point being, that, each of the blind men made the mistake of treating their own experience as the absolute truth.  

I have no doubt in my mind that right here within our church we have, and will have strong sentiments about what is correct and needed!  And those ideas will seek the approval of like minded people, who in their opinion would better serve the church.  
But that is not how a Christian Church is built up. A Christian Church intentionally acknowledges difference, nurtures difference, and celebrates difference because in so doing it acknowledges the wholeness which exists only in God. Yet at the same time, the Christian Church is not about difference alone.  It is first and foremost about acknowledging where we are and where we have been.  It is about understanding that what we hold as truth is in God’s kingdom only a partial truth and that because we are not God, we can never fully attain an understanding of the whole.  
Does that mean that Paul advocates that bridges can only be built when Christ returns in His glory?  No, absolutely not!  The kingdom of God and its fullness exists right here and now.  It exists because God exists.  It exists because the fullness of creation exists. It exists because God’s grace is given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  
And as Jesus in the Gospel of John tries to explain, it is not what each one of us can do or see as a sign from God, rather it is the act of believing which is the most important aspect of our being a Christian.  

Why is believing more important than doing, seeing, or understanding? Perhaps it is so because what we do, see, and understand is dependent on what we have done, seen, and understood.  But to believe there is no pre-requisite required. You do not have to be a Jew to be a Christian. God can easily take the leftovers and form a new community.

Therefore friends, just as Christ did not declare himself to be a white bread, or a whole wheat bread, or a pita bread, or any other restricted understanding of a bread; rather he claimed to be a bread that not only satisfies hunger but also thirst – certainly a logical impossibility; I pray that God will help us believe that God is much greater than the sum total of all our experience, knowledge, expertise, and wisdom. And that like any other Christian Community, we are also called to lead a life of humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  Amen.             
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