Calvary Stewardship
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Stewardship In Action
Time, talent and treasure have been demonstrated in abundance at Calvary recently. During a three week period, our parish hosted an ordination and farewell brunch,  and began to  recover from the wrath  of six inches of rain. 
I am ever grateful to many of our parishioners for contributing their time, talent, and treasure during these times of celebration and need. 

The "Great Flood" of July 1 left all four basements on our campus flooded. The 'in-need- of-repair' roof/gutter at Calvary House could not handle the heavy rain which, in turn, caused the ceiling in the front room to cave in and the master bedroom and dining room to suffer water damage.  Although this was a challenging time, by the grace of God, the rains arrived two days after a family with young children had been staying at Calvary House and the ceiling collapsed two hours before the hand bell choir was scheduled to rehearse directly under it. Bob Wood, our sexton, spent many hours working diligently to manage the damage. Thank you, Bob. 

It soon became obvious that we needed to clean the basements. Phyllis sent a request to the parish to help and I asked Tom Sanford to contact the Men's Group.  Well, glory be to God, if we didn't have a tremendous turnout. Numerous members of the Men's Group, members of Calvary and of the community, stepped up and contributed many hours of their time on a damp, buggy morning. Two teenagers (Jack Wostrel and Duncan Hewitt) pleasantly surprised me when they arrived more than willing to help out. As Jack said, "It's the least I can do."  I loved hearing those words from a young man. Together, we filled two dumpsters with damaged goods. 

We have so much to be thankful for and the time, talent, and treasure given to our beloved parish is what stewardship is all about. Thank you to all. 
Deb Burgess, Senior Warden
The Calvary Stewardship Council

What it is and Why we need you!

In a year chock full of challenges and significant adjustments for us all, our church is breaking new ground in the area of Stewardship: Time, Talent and Treasure.
As a first step, a growing number of fellow members of Calvary Church (the members’ names follow) have now joined together in purpose and action, to form the Calvary Stewardship Council.  Within 12 months, we hope and plan on having essentially everyone at Calvary, especially you, as a member of the Stewardship Council. A bold goal, but our foundations in Stewardship are strong and already blessed by God with an extraordinary variety and depth of ministries. 

The goal of the Council is to raise everyone’s awareness of these ministries and to increase our collective understanding and participation in the stewardship of Time, Talent and Treasure. 

The initial conversations about Stewardship on June 2nd and 16th discussed the “Old Testament Foundations of Stewardship” and were led by Amjad Samuel.  Nearly 50 parishioners enthusiastically participated and acclaimed these initial events.  Look for Amjad’s succeeding conversations in August/September and October.
Joining the Stewardship Council is nearly automatic if you are comfortable with two key tenets. First is a belief in the importance of Stewardship and the willingness to learn more about its role within our church. The second tenet is the acceptance that each of us needs to bring the subject of Stewardship into the mainstream of our church. 
Stewardship is far more than a year-end scramble for the financial support of the church. In fact, it is a year long, daily demonstration of selfless examples of Time, Talent and Treasure.  It is about what God asks of us and the joy it brings to our lives. 
The Council celebrates that reality, and in turn, asks its members to recognize that activity through prayerful awareness, dialog and networking across our parish (that’s tenet two!). So that’s it for joining the Council, an acknowledgement of the scriptural and critical nature of Christian Stewardship with a willingness to learn even more about it, and to live with an intent to network on behalf of the importance of Time, Talent and Treasure. 
Please step up and become a Council Member. Make suggestions to any of the current members on how we can or should continue to tell the Stewardship story. Support, dialog, network, coach, assist, lead ... you name it! With your participation, the Council will be a Christ-centered, inclusive and powerful force in support of our church.
Please join the Council and add your support by contacting Kip Colligan 860-961-7335, Tom Sanford 860-535-3399, or any other Council member.
Calvchurch@aol.com
Current Stewardship Council Members 

Ann & Michael Adair, Therese Alexander, Carole & Brian Barnard, Barbara Barnes, Michael Blair, Alan Blanchard, Deb Burgess, Ellie Casey, Susan Chambers, Stevie Champion, Don Charbonnier, Kip Colligan, Doris Cory, Peter Cummin, Joan Wesley Cushman, Ted Danforth, Belinda deKay, John Duerden, Carol Fiftal, Robin Geise, Roger Gilbert, Gloria & Jack Gorby, Alice Groton, Peter Guille, Dan Hall, Irene Hamm, Eleanor Harvey, Janice & Ed Hebb, Tiffany Hendry, Kathie McConnell Hewitt, Carl Hillegass, Louise & Bill Hoffman, Peyton Horne, Mary Hughes, Nan Jernigan, Lucia & Rod Johnstone, Mary & Peter Knight, Saren Langmann, Spike Lobdell, Barbara Loftus, Susan & Harry Martin, Dick McCollum, Joan Mills, Aileen Mulligan, Derick Nicholas, Jennifer Parsons, Breck Perkins, Elizabeth Reid, Mark Robinson, Amjad Samuel, Candy & Tom Sanford, Karen Scutti, Joan Soons, Julia Stapleton, Rowlie Stebbins, Lori & Jim Taylor, Mary Treadway, Hillery Tura, Faith Tyldsley, Kristin Vaughn, Tom Verde, Nanci Waugh, Suzi & Dick Wertz, Shirley Wick, Robert Williams

Note from Outreach:

Outreach is an important component of Calvary Parish.  Even in this difficult budget year the generosity of our members has continued. This past year we have collected backpacks and provided Christmas presents for area foster children, donated food to the local food pantry (over 400 food items on Pentecost Sunday alone!) and made donations to a variety of non-profit organizations through our Alternative Gift Fair.  Supporting  our  community and those in  need
(continued on next page)
by giving of time, talent and treasure is a basic tenet of Christian faith.  
The Stewardship Council’s mission of developing a better understanding of our commitment to fulfilling the Baptismal Covenant works hand-in-hand with Outreach.  Be on the look out for our annual Harvest of Opportunities in mid-September to find out how you can get involved!
                                                                                        Lori Taylor

Calendar of Events

2009

Aug. 4th and Sept. 1 (Tuesdays) -  7:00 pm in Parish Hall:  The second Stewardship Conversation:  “New Testament Foundations of Stewardship” presented by the Rev Amjad Samuel. A light supper of Pakistani food will be provided on Aug 4th by Amjad and Mollie. (byob)
Sept. (Date to be determined) - Harvest of Opportunities 

Sept. 19th  (Saturday) - Fish Bake and More 

Oct. 5th and 19th (Mondays) - The third Stewardship  Conversation:  “Modern Foundations of Stewardship” 
Oct 16th (Friday) - New Parishioners Welcome Party

Oct 25th - Stewardship Sunday & Every Member Commitment

Dec. - Financial Review – A year-end review of Church and your personal finances led by a panel of member financial experts.

2010

Jan. 5th  - Planned Giving Discussion
