Calvary Stewardship 

What’s Happening? – Read Inside!
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Episcopal Church Working Definition of Stewardship:
Christian stewardship is grateful and responsible use of God's gifts in the light of God's purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ. Christian stewards, empowered by the Holy Spirit, commit themselves to conscious, purposeful decisions.

Upcoming 2009 Stewardship Event:

Tuesday, June 16th 2009 - 7:00 pm in Parish Hall

A conversation led by Amjad Samuel exploring 
“The Old Testament Foundations of Stewardship”.

(see details on back page)
The Calvary Stewardship Council

What it is and why we need you!

In a year that is chock full of challenges and significant adjustments for us all, our church has chosen to break new ground in the area of Stewardship: Time, Talent and Treasure. While some might question our timing, most others would acknowledge the imperative of acting now before there is further impact on the scope of our ministries at Calvary. Tough words, but it actually leads to a very upbeat story. It’s our story, because it is being written, with God’s help, by all of us here at Calvary Church. 

Chapter One:

“Bless the Lord O my soul and forget not all his benefits”.          Psalm 103, vs. 2

Forty-six fellow members of Calvary Church (you can see the names further on) have now joined together in purpose and action, to form the Calvary Stewardship Council. That’s just the beginning (remember it’s Chapter One).  Within 18 months, we hope and plan on having essentially everyone at Calvary, especially you, as a member of the Stewardship Council. A bold goal, but we are a parish blessed by God with an extraordinary variety and depth of ministries. Our confidence also grows by the fact that Council membership is actually rather simple ... please read on! 

Chapter Two: 

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name, bring offerings and come into his courts with praise!” Psalm 96, vs.8

Membership becomes nearly automatic if you are comfortable with two key tenets. First is a belief in the importance of Stewardship and the willingness, over a period of time, to learn more about its role within our church.

The second (and last) tenet is the acceptance that each of us needs to bring the subject of Stewardship into the mainstream of our church. OK, an explanation here. Stewardship shouldn’t be a subject we dust off just as the year draws to a close and pray that budgets are met and programs continue. No, Stewardship is far more than a year-end scramble. In fact, it is a year long, daily demonstration of selfless examples of Time, Talent and Treasure.  It is about what God asks of us and the joy it brings to our lives. The Council celebrates that reality, and in turn, asks its members to recognize that activity through prayerful awareness; dialog and networking across our parish (that’s tenet two!). So that’s it for joining the Council, an acknowledgement of the scriptural and critical nature of Christian Stewardship with a willingness to learn even more about it, and live with an intent to network on behalf of the importance of Time, Talent and Treasure. We think that you can see the growth potential. 
The Rest of the Story: 

“Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord”. BCP

Actually, you will write the rest of this story, by stepping up and becoming a Council Member. Come to our initial Council sponsored events (a list is on the flip side) and then enjoy several more this year. Make suggestions on how we can or should continue to tell the Stewardship story. Support, dialog, network, coach, assist, lead ... you name it! With your participation, the Council will be Christ- centered, inclusive and a powerful force in support of our church. With faith in God and love of Christ, the story will certainly be great! 

The Current Calvary Stewardship Council
Mike Adair, Therese Alexander, Carole Barnard, Barbara Barnes, Michael Blair, Alan Blanchard, Deb Burgess, Kip Colligan, Doris Cory, Peter Cummin, Joan Wesley Cushman, Ted Danforth, Belinda deKay, David Enfield, Carol Fiftal, Robin Geise, Roger Gilbert, Jack Gorby, Peter Guille, Irene Hamm, Eleanor Harvey, Tiffany Hendry, Bill Hoffman, Louise Hoffman, Peyton Horne, Mary Hughes, Nan Jernigan, Lucia Johnstone, Peter Knight, Saren Langmann, Spike Lobdell, Barbara Loftus, Dick McCollum, Derick Nicholas, Mark Robinson, Amjad Samuel, Candy Sanford, Tom Sanford, Joan Soons, Julia Stapleton, Rowlie Stebbins, Lori Taylor, Hillery Tura, Faith Tyldsley, Kristin Vaughn, Shirley Wick

Please join the Council and add your support by contacting Kip Colligan 860-961-7335, Tom Sanford 860-535-3399, or any other Council member.
Calvchurch@aol.com

Calendar of Events

2009

June 2nd and 16th (Tuesdays) -  7:00 pm in Parish Hall: The first of three Stewardship Conversations: “Old Testament Foundations  of Stewardship” by Amjad Samuel accompanied by a casual meal (byob) and discussion led by Mark and Amjad.

July 7th (Tuesday) -  7:30 pm in Calvary House:  Every Member Commitment Planning Session.  All Council Members 

(and others) are welcome!
Aug. 4th and 25 th (Tuesdays) -  7:00 pm in Parish Hall:  The second Stewardship Conversation:  “New Testament Foundations of Stewardship”.
Sept. - Bluefish Bake (Saturday, 19th) & Harvest of Opportunities
Oct. - New Members Event & third Stewardship Conversation
Nov. - Stewardship Sunday & Every Member Commitment

Dec. - Financial Review – A year-end review of Church and your personal finances led by a panel of member financial experts.

2010

Jan. - Planned Giving Discussion
