Heavenly FATHER, help us walk by faith and not by sight, Amen. 

This week we received a letter from our Rector. The Rev. Mark Robinson is moving to Ohio to serve as the Diocesan Mission Officer. He shared this news at the Vestry meeting on Thursday after which we all went over to his house for a previously planned dinner with his family.  At the conclusion of that dinner when everyone had left I asked Mark why he could not pick another week to make his announcement.  He was confused at my question; I responded to his confusion with another question, “Have you looked at this week’s lectionary reading Mark, how do you expect me to preach on ‘there is a new creation, everything old has passed away, see, everything has become new’; especially with the back drop of your news?”  He smiled and said, preach from the Gospel!
Preaching from the Gospel today would be the sane thing to do. Excellent parallels between how Calvary Church has become a much bigger shrub under Mark’s leadership could be made; which is so true. During his time two schools were founded and have successfully been the instruments of outreach for Calvary Church.  The parish has grown in many ways in the last 16 years. And most important, many birds have made their nests in this ever growing shrub. 

Yet, the Gospel text is not really about a person’s achievements; in fact it is quite to the contrary. In the text it is emphasized that a person – intentionally unknown – scatters the seed on the ground. After which all he does is sleep at night and rise the next day and continues to do so for a while.  He is absolutely clueless how and why the seed is sprouting and growing. Perhaps, he cares less about these questions; such an intellectual exercise or growth analysis does not excite him; he only knows that he has to scatter the seeds and then when the time comes he has to harvest with his sickle. Everything in between is God’s doing which that person does not question.  I suspect that is how Mark would view his ministry as well; the job is to scatter the seeds, let them grow, and then be ready to harvest; all the while knowing that it is not Mark, or for that matter anyone else in the Parish that causes the plant to grow but that it is God who has promised abundant life to those who believe.  
It is with this understanding of Ministry that Mark, Eleanor and their children can decide to go to other places to scatter more seeds. God bless them all as they continue their mission. Of course they will go from here in complete confidence that their faith in God has done amazing things for Calvary. They may not understand how, much less be able to explain how, but the fact is that the seeds that they have planted have grown and will continue to grow and be harvested by those following them in ministry.  For this we can only be grateful to God and praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Now that I have preached the Gospel in four minutes let me turn your attention to the Epistle.  Let me first lay out the background for this letter to the Corinthians. Paul had established this church in Corinth and therefore felt obligated to nurture it.  However, there were some Christian apostles who did not agree with Paul’s all inclusive theology and were impressing upon the newly formed church in Corinth to stay as close to its Jewish roots as possible.  Paul of course did not think much about Moses’ laws for the Jews; he preached Christ crucified in stead.  He emphasized that God wanted to give people everlasting and abundant life. Following Jesus he questioned anything that jeopardized life; especially laws that may come in the way of abundant life.  
It is in the backdrop of such a battle of perspectives between Paul and the other apostles that this letter to the Corinthians was written. Like any other church, the Corinthians were also a divided church. They had many different experiences and many different opinions.  So, predictably, they were in need of healing and reconciliation; as every faith community is always.  It is for this reason that Paul urged people to keep pressing on towards a more reconciled vision of the church.  The lectionary today does not give us the ending verses which clearly urge the church in Corinth to reconciliation: Paul says in verse 18 of chapter 5, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” 
This state of reconciliation is the new creation in Christ. The old arguments based on the letter of the law have passed away, Paul says it clearly in chapter 3 verse 6, “God has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of letter but of Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”  
Speaking of life, this week at L&M hospital the staff from all different departments gathered to share their experience with laughter and how it helped heal patients.  Many spoke of their experiences, but the one that I enjoyed most was the story of this nurse manager who had on her floor’s corridor a disruptive patient who was demonstrating anger and unruly behavior.  The nurse called for security to immediately come to restrain this person.  Sure enough different people from different departments -- assigned the role under such circumstances -- came rushing to restrain this person.  The patient kept fighting back and would not be restrained. Several people held his legs and several others his arms. A couple actually sat on top of him as he still kept on fighting back; you can just imagine the commotion in the corridor with so many people trying their best to restrain a seemingly violent patient.  In the midst of this commotion on the floor in the corridor, the Nurse manager looked up at the far end of the corridor and found that patient standing confused but calm as he watched the numerous security personnel wrestle one of their own.  
Yes friends, it will not be surprising if in the coming days in our zeal to seek the best for our Church, we will end up doing much of the same. And those will be the times when we will need to remember that we are a new creation in Christ, we will need to remember that the letter kills but the Spirit gives life, we will need to be very clear that we are entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation; we will need to be extremely clear that our job is not to manage or grow our church; but that our job is simply to scatter seeds and be ready to harvest the bumper crop that God has promised. May God give us the wisdom to know our job of scattering the seed, waiting on the Lord’s plan for growth, and of being ready to harvest.  All the while knowing that we are a new creation; a reconciled creation, not led by the letter but by the Spirit.  AMEN.     
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