P E N T E C O S T

This is the last day of the Easter season. It is one of the most important holidays for Christians. It celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples, empowering them to carry the Word of God to others. The day of Pentecost is fifty days after Easter. We celebrate Pentecost as the birthday of the church. After the ascension of Jesus, the disciples gathered once again in Jerusalem for the celebration of the harvest festival Shavuot “the Feast of Weeks” which was originally a Jewish celebration. In Jesus’ day it was customary for the Jews to take the first fruits of their harvests to the Temple as an offering. This holiday for the Jews came to center on the giving of the Torah (the laws of Moses.) This is where Act 2 begins. The story of the birth of the church is full of drama; sights and sounds abound. It is a joyous occasion!

THE TRADITIONAL SYMBOLS

Breath, wind, soul, power, change, life, helper, comforter–

These vigorous descriptive attributes of the Holy Spirit suggest that a celebration of the coming of the Spirit of God at Pentecost should allow for active involvement by worshippers. The Dove is the traditional symbol of the Holy Spirit as described in Matthew 3:16-17, at the baptism of Christ. Fire and Wind are also traditional symbols of Pentecost as they are used to describe the Holy Spirit in the Pentecost reading, Acts 2:1-4. The core of the Christian Year—the central message of the passion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit—begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with Pentecost.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

