Security is at high alert; the secret service personal are working tirelessly to keep up with the turn of events. Pentagon is bustling with activity. The masses are glued to their television sets around the world. UN Security Council session is underway. Wolf Blitzer is in his situation room monitoring the unfolding saga. 
The world is at the helm of a defining moment in history. North Korea is threatening to use its long range missile technology. Iran has joined forces with Saudi Arabia through the diplomatic efforts of Pakistan, and is now prepared to use nuclear weapons at any time it sees fit to assert its ideology. China and Russia are adamant that both North Korea and the Islamic World have a right to possess weapons of mass destruction even if they threaten the peace and stability of the world.  Al-Qaeda, while still not officially supported by the governments of the Islamic World, is emboldened through the support it receives by the Pakistani Inter Services Intelligence agency.  Turkey has decided that its Islamic roots are more important to it than its futile struggle to gain European Union’s membership. It too is increasingly aligning itself with forces seeking to dominate the world through the common ideology of creating a just society through repression.
European continent is now flooded with a population that seeks a public place for repressive laws of such an ideology.  Some localities within Europe have become “no-go” areas for those who may disagree with such an ideology of repression.  With the world polarized between the allies of repression and the allies of freedom, there is immense danger that a large scale conflict will erupt any moment now.  
To prevent such a massive blood shed, religious leaders in North America and Europe are calling for dialogue.  They understand that to oppose this ideology head on is to put millions in harms way. The people of light living under the rule of the repressive governments will be persecuted for their failure to align with such an ideology.  And those flooding the European Continent are now insidious; any language that holds the potential of offending such people will be met with blood shed in European neighborhoods.  Religious leadership at such a juncture requires wisdom.  
And that wisdom dictates that people in North America and Europe be more respecting of those of other faiths and ideologies.  This wisdom dictates that people begin to think beyond the limitations of their traditions, values, and their scriptures. Reason is heralded as the essential tool to seeking just, equal, and respectable solutions to a host of seemingly irreconcilable differences.  Respect is sought even where differences may exist. A hand of peace and friendship is extended across the aisle and across the ideologies that for so long have polarized the world.  The structures of the past believed to have aided this polarization are being overcome through the idea of post-structuralism.  Now there are no more boundaries that may prevent a thought or an idea to fully bloom into a respectable solution acceptable to all differing sides.  As a result, long held ideas of salvation only through Jesus Christ are no longer valid on the basis that they are “limiting God” of God’s potential to act in ways much beyond human comprehension.  Also, evangelization of a particular set of ideas is seen responsible for excesses in human history that is to be avoided by enlightened people.  The goal is peace, not the furtherance of any idea.  
There is no longer a disagreement between the religious authorities and the political authorities in Europe and North America.  Both agree that limits cannot be put on God’s activity; and that holding on to a particular set of ideas is not the recipe for peace.  Some religious figures propose allowance of repressive ideas into European law to accommodate the flooding population’s sentiments.  While others are convinced that by experiencing each other’s worship spaces and practices, a common ground can be identified on which solid peace may be built.  
In the midst of such profound wisdom by political and religious authorities to maintain world peace emerges a voice of dissent.  This voice has gained momentum. It seeks submission to the will of God.  It upholds the Scriptures; in fact, it claims to fulfill it.  It calls for repentance and a complete turn around. It seeks to multiply itself through evangelization. It requires public commitment through a baptismal covenant. This covenant puts its adherents in potential harm’s way.  It proposes a rule of justice that rolls down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. It proclaims liberty to the captives, sight to the blind, and a clean slate to those subject to an oppressive political, economic, and social system.  It threatens all unjust and oppressive systems of social organization; be they socialism, capitalism, or an ideology that seeks triumph at all costs.  Yet the most threatening is its adamant claim of an intimate relationship with the creator and sustainer God.  It sees it not as a God that is shared between many people’s and faiths, far removed, little known; instead, it sees God as father, the intimate Abba with claims of love and affinity that are much thicker than those of blood itself.
This voice has become most popular amongst hard working populations around the world.  These are not populations of scholars and intellectuals.  This voice finds no room in the universities of the world.  In fact, it is kicked out of such esteemed institutions. The divinity schools vehemently oppose this voice as theologically erroneous. Instead, this voice is popular in the public squares, the main streets, the yellow houses, and the town greens.  
And just two days ago, this voice has made a triumphant entry into Washington.  Washington is nervous.  Those welcoming its triumphant entry are people with no health insurance, homeless, jobless, victims of mass scale financial frauds conducted by Enron and other major corporations. They are no longer interested in change that we can believe in, they want an unbelievable change.  They want a complete shakeup of the social order as we know it.  They are singing the magnificat. 
 The media is watching every move.  CNN has suspended all other programs and the situation room is buzzing with “just in” breaking news items.  The alliance between the religious leadership and the political leadership is growing evermore stronger. Both view this insane and lunatic voice as a potential recipe for world wide blood shed.  It has to be stopped.  Its lunatic plan has to be derailed. Someone from within the ranks of this voice has to betray its leadership. Sanity has to prevail. The world needs to show tolerance towards opposing points of view, not some insane insistence on a life that begins with a willingness to lose it.
The religious right has also expressed its strong opposition to this insane voice. Through the large and effective media network of the Fox News, they are reaching out to the masses and questioning the wisdom of this voice. They claim that God wants to bless us; the cheap goods from China, and oil to fuel our gas guzzlers from the Middle East are a blessing from God that we should not and cannot reject. These are God’s gifts to those who repent and choose to love God with all their heart and all their soul.   

The critical question of this hour for all sane people is that if this foolish voice is allowed to take root, North Korean intercontinental missiles bearing Iranian nuclear warheads will be hitting European, Asian and potentially North American sites any time soon. The wisdom of the enlightened west cannot allow this foolishness to prevail. All sides have to unite for the sake of world peace and for the sake of a sane world. 
Yes friends, this is fiction, but it is not.  Today, those who are perishing, especially those churches who are perishing, are trying their best to curb that voice which is nothing but foolishness to them.  For those of us who can see the reality behind this fiction the choice is pretty clear. Who are we going to align ourselves with, the wisdom of this world, or the message of the cross? 
May God help us find that moment in Christ’s passion narrative where its reality meets the fiction of our life today.  Amen.         
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