Let us Pray:  Heavenly father let the following words of Paul be also true for those of us gathered here today, “Since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord. We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.” Amen. 
Gospel of Matthew says, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  I have often wondered where my treasure is?  Today, I would call all of us to search our minds and hearts and wrestle with this question, where is our treasure?
If it is in the stock markets, God have mercy on us! If it is in the property market, God have mercy on us! If it is in our pride that we are the most powerful nation on earth, then, each day that a soldier dies in Iraq and Afghanistan, God have mercy on us! If our treasure is in our being the most creative and industrious nation on earth, then each day someone looses a job God have mercy on us! This list could go on and on, the response would still be the same, God have mercy on us!  
It is perhaps for this reason that the scriptures tell us time and again that when the people of God would experience tough times they would do some introspection; and they would learn that their earthly treasures were of not much value after all. Ultimately, it was not their treasures but the power of God that would save them.  

Yes friends when we have had a roof on our head for sometime, our memory of who provided it in the first place begins to fail. When we have been receiving God’s choicest blessings for a while, we begin to take them for granted; sometimes we even think they are our birth right.  We stop acknowledging God. God is dead; Jesus is just another moral figure; all religions lead to God; Holy Scriptures are context based therefore irrelevant to our highly evolved society; we live in a post Christian world; etc. are the notions that become very popular. So much so that you can even hear sermons on these points in Christian churches today. 
And those who think that these are notions specific to our society today due to our sophisticate knowledge and our developed reason, should read the scriptures carefully, every great nation at the height of its power lived with self aggrandizing notions very similar to those we live with today.
And that is why today we celebrate Ash Wednesday. It is the concrete experience of nations for several thousands of years that ultimately it is God that we need to turn to for our salvation.  Human power and strength are finite, God’s power and glory are infinite.  

With this realization, we prostrate ourselves before God almighty and most humbly confess our sins of thinking too highly of ourselves and our earthly treasure. We repent. We say sorry. We acknowledge that we have been wrong; and as a sign of our nothingness, we put ashes on our foreheads.  These are not symbols of our piety, but a visible reminder of our ill placed faith in our earthly treasures.

Where is our treasure? Is our treasure our reliance on God or on our own possessions? Gospel of Matthew continues to push this point and asks the question, “Can any of you by worrying about earthly needs add a single hour to your span of life?”  This verse has perhaps been the most instrumental in my own faith formation. I have thought a lot about it, and each time I have to say that, no, really, I cannot add another second, let alone another hour. And if that is so, then, worldly wisdom makes no sense; in fact, it is no wisdom at all.  

I must confess that this realization has often caused a lot of problem for me. I have often found myself speaking honestly where worldly wisdom would have suggested remaining silent or to show passion for the ideas of those with authority over me.  Yet, each time, after a lot of pain, it has been my concrete experience that it is better to submit to God than to rely on finite earthly treasures.

And this is what I invite you to do today as well. I invite you to acknowledge, as I acknowledge too, our inability to fully rely on God.  I invite us to examine the question, “Where is our treasure”?           
Friends the Gospel of Matthew is right in saying, where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  And if we want to give our hearts to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, let us humbly explore the question, “Where is our treasure”?   Amen.        
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