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Out of Many, One, is the Cross which hangs under the Chancel arch and will remain and evolve with us through the season of Easter. This is a simple Cross made out of old frames of beeswax. A muslin shroud is draped over the extended arms of the cross. There is a lovely sweet smell of wax and honey that comes off of the cross. A companion piece, Domicile, made from the empty wooden supers of a beehive formed also in the shape of a Cross, stands in our courtyard.  Look in from the top of the Cross!  Each Cross we see in Lent might be shaped a bit differently than ones you are accustomed to seeing; it is my hope that you will see all Crosses with new eyes.
 
Statement about the piece: Out of Many, One is multi layered in meaning. The artist, Nancy Winship Milliken, a West Hartford native who now resides in Shutsbury, MA, has titled her cross Out of Many, One for both the collaborative work ethic of the honeybee colony and our national motto, E Pluribus Unum. It is also a statement of who we are as Christians called forth out of many as we focus on the oneness of Christ in this season of Lent. As the bees work for the benefit of the whole colony, even giving their lives in defense of their productive hive, we Christians, who are many, are called to be of one body and must work for the benefit of all of God’s people. In these forty days and nights, we are called to take on something new; to reassess with Christ’s assistance, a new direction as we ponder the sacrifice which Christ endured for each of us.  With the recent colony collapse and disorder that the nation’s bees have been experiencing, as well as our own spiritual and economic disorder as Americans, this piece points to the importance of remaining focused on how to be a better steward of each of God’s gifts. The Cross has always been an important symbol.  It has at its foundation a history of violence and destruction which evolved after the crucifixion into a symbol of hope with the Resurrection. The Cross continues to have new meaning for each of us, with disregard to borders, skin color, sexual orientation or religion.  The Cross is powerful and instills the feeling of hope.  It is our hope that as you become more familiar with the Cross, Out of Many, One, you too will have a new depth of understanding of the Cross in your world.

The title of the outdoor cross is Domicile. Is designed to honor the service others do with and for others. As we are aware, service and Stewardship of God’s gifts to others starts at home, emanates into the community, and is to be for the betterment of all of God’s people.  It is our hope that these new crosses will inspire you in this season of Lent to walk with Christ  to the cross and then go forth into the world rejuvenated and prepared to serve the world in the name of the one who has drawn us together, Jesus Christ our Lord.
