General Timeline for Election
This timeline will be updated as information is available and finalized.
· Initial meeting of the Search/Nominating and Transition Committees: Dec. 5-6, 2008 
· January 4, 2009: Online survey goes live 
· February: Focus groups around the diocese 
· March/April – nominations accepted

· Summer – final nominees determined

· Early October: Meet and Greet the candidates 
· Election: at Annual Convention October 23-24, 2009 
· Consecration: April 17, 2010. Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, chief consecrator

Prayer for Election of a New Bishop
Ever living, creating and renewing God, we pray for your help in our search for a new bishop. Call and guide diligent and discerning members of our Diocese to the tasks of overseeing and implementing the search with skill and open hearts, and of managing the transition to a new bishop with sensitivity and grace. Inspire worthy servants of your church to stand bravely forward for election. Send your Holy Spirit upon the delegates who will vote for our next bishop, that our choice may follow your will. Support our new bishop every step of the way, from beginning to end, and give peace and knowledge of service well done to our retiring bishop, Andrew. Give us all, in this season of change, patience, wisdom, and that gracious hospitality of soul that allows us to hear your voice and see your face in each other, even when we strongly differ. We ask your help in all these ways we see, and in all the ways only you can see, in the name of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
