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25 April 2008
Feast of St. Mark

Dear Parishioner or Friend of Calvary Church,

I write you in this Easter season in hope that you are well and that wherever this reaches you, Jesus Christ is touching you during this spring in this remarkable season of the resurrection. I also write to you as I am about to be off on a Professional Development Leave and then vacation from May-August.

In these next weeks, you will see some new faces, as well as some familiar ones to Calvary Parish.  
Serving at the altar on the first (4 May) and last Sundays in May (25 May) will be the Rev’d Dr. Alexander S. Daley, Rector Emeritus, St. Paul’s Church, North Andover, MA.. Randy has been to Calvary many times and loves to return to us with tales of Newfoundland, Europe, and days of ministry.  On Pentecost Sunday (11 May), Calvary’s 161st Birthday, we welcome the Rev’d Dr. Daniel Heischman, Director of the National Association of Episcopal Schools, for our services and celebration that day. The Rev’d Canon Erik Larsen, Canon for Deployment in the Diocese of Connecticut will serve on 18 May. Erik, former Rector of St. John’s, Simsbury, now serves this diocese as Deployment and Transition Officer.  
Patrick (Pat) Perkins, a seminarian from Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS), is entering his last year in seminary and is a Postulant for Holy Orders in the Diocese of Chicago.   He will be with us from May 28th thru the 6 th of July as Seminarian Assistant. As he comes to Calvary to learn about parish ministry, Pat will be at the altar each Sunday assisting in all liturgies, visiting shut-ins, hospitals, leading Morning Prayer services, offering a study-class, coordinating with parish leadership our updated address and photo directory, as well as volunteering in the office. Pat will be living with his parents on Lord’s Point, Stonington. His wife and children will join Pat in June. Dick McCollum has agreed to serve as his contact person from the Vestry and will assist in guiding Pat through these next few weeks.
In June, we welcome back from Newfoundland, the Rev’d Canon Frank Cluett and his wife Mathilda. They were with us in 2003 for a month and will be residing in Calvary House.  In July and August we move to our summer worship times of 8:00 and 9:30 a.m. The Rev’d Sandra Stayner will join us with her parents, husband and children on 6 July and will enjoy a few days at Calvary House. We welcome back to the altar our Pastoral Associate the Rev’d Anne Kimball who will take services on the 13th of July. The Rev’d Dr. Alexander Daley will be back with us on the 20th of July, and the Rev’d Christopher Webber, retired priest in this diocese, author (The Vestry Handbook and numerous other books), and scholar will be with us on 27 July. Chris will also offer an update and class on the Lambeth Conference which will be going on at the time following the 9:30 service. I do hope you will join Chris as we are extremely fortunate to have him join with all the other able and inspiring clergy in the month of July. The Rev’d Dr. Helen Moore will be joining us for the first three weeks of August, followed by the Rev’d Dr. Hillary Bercovici, on 24 and 31 August. 
The other big staffing concern surrounds our new Parish Worker/Minister for Christian Formation. The Search Committee, under the guidance of Kevin Fiftal and Brenda Williams, with committee members, Carol McBee, Carla Stebbins, Deb Burgess, Elizabeth Reid, Tom Bigelow, Tom Sanford, and Dick McCollum, have done a remarkable job over these last weeks interviewing and narrowing down our candidate pool and making a recommendation. I am pleased to announce on behalf of our Search Committee and Vestry, that Amjad J. Samuel has accepted the position of Parish Worker/Minister for Christian Formation of Calvary Parish, and will begin work in May, 2008.

Amjad (pronounced as Umjed) comes to us from Hartford Seminary where he has been working in the Institutional Advancement office as he has been doing graduate work in Anglican studies at Berkley Divinity School, Yale University. He has served as a guest lecturer while at Hartford Seminary, and as guest interim minister at Crossroads Presbyterian church, Waterford, CT. Before leaving his native Pakistan, Amjad, an ordained minister in the Church of Pakistan, served as founding Director of DnH Academic Center for preschool through middle school-aged children. Although not yet ordained in the Episcopal Church, Amjad has applied to have his ordination transferred into the Episcopal Church within the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut. He brings to us a deep commitment to education and will oversee our entire Christian Formation program. His initial focus will be to sustain the work begun with our Sunday Christian Formation program and to expand our adult offerings, assist in our liturgy, and as time allows, assist in pastoral care duties. Amjad comes to us having been educated at Alma College as an undergraduate with a religion major, and Duke University where he completed his Master in Theological Studies. I know he will find welcome and challenge in his new position.
As I go off on my Professional Development Leave next week, I will go with your prayers as I begin to work toward my Doctorate degree at Hartford Seminary. Although the program will take a few years to complete, my hope is to fulfill two elective classes during my Professional Development Leave.  As I am not going to be out-of-town for my whole leave, I will find it difficult when I see you not to ask how you are. The Diocese is pretty clear that I am not to do anything related to Calvary Parish: funerals, baptisms, or lead worship services. However, I will be officiating for two church weddings at Calvary which were planned prior to my leave. I have been asked if I could visit, have dinner with, and be available to join parish members for events, receive email and respond to email. As difficult as it is for me, I must say no.  The Diocesan standard is that one is on a three-month Sabbath in order to refresh one’s body, mind and soul, explore family, and one’s spiritual journey in a new way.
You too will be doing the same as you begin to receive regional, national and international inspiration and challenge for the next twelve weeks in your worship and pastoral care. When I return in September, things within the life of this parish community will be different. As I will have had experiences to share with you, I hope you too will have some to share with me. May we both remember that the one Christ whom we serve will continue to be at the altar each day. May God bless us all within this parish community as we anticipate and live through these exciting opportunities which are made possible by the Holy Spirit. I am grateful to so many people who have helped to make this Professional Development Leave possible. 

Many Blessings in the name of our Risen Lord,
The Rev'd Mark K.J. Robinson


