Since January I have had the distinct pleasure of opening up the local Mystic River Press newspaper and flipping to the cover of the Currents section and finding members of Calvary Parish! I have seen musicians, Justices of the Peace, scholars; all learned women and men participating in the community, sharing their talents and love with the community at large. People of all ages and backgrounds are doing ministry beyond the doors of Calvary Parish.  We are a community Parish which is blessed with worshipers who really have a great deal of joy in sharing their talents with others. Amen.

Each of us at Calvary has a talent in ministry and our Lenten challenge is to come to appreciate the gifts which we are given, learn how to hone them with God’s help and then carry out our ministries. We are less concerned about our political, social, or even theological beliefs than we are the unity which draws us together as we join each other at the Lord’s Table. This is the unity which we have in Christ. This is also the unity which our brothers and sisters had when the word of our Lord’s resurrection can to those who arrived at the tomb and discovered it was empty on Easter Day. It was not a concern as to who spread the word, what their marital status was, under whom they studied, whether their mother was a debutants or not…..what was important was that they each discovered that Christ spoke to them in the mystery of the incarnation.  That is what is important to us too at Calvary Parish as we continue to gather fellow seekers who seem to join us in our quest for the living Christ. We arrive to discover that we do not have all the answers, but seek our Lord, Jesus Christ who allows us to discover strength, the power of his healing touch, grace, forgiveness, and His love.

This summer the Bishops of the Anglican Communion have all been invited to join with fellow Bishops to pray, discuss, and discern the state of our independent 38 Provinces of churches from around the globe whose roots and liturgy are traced to our Anglican Church heritage. Some have said they will not come because there are others who will be at the table. Others say they will not come because others are not going to be at the table. It saddens me that because of our sin  we cannot see each other as members of one communion gathering around God’s table despite our differences. Maybe we need to focus in these last days of Lent and into Easter on the words from St. Luke:
Lk 6:42-42
Or how can you say to your neighbor, 'Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,' when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor's eye.
I am thankful for Calvary parish as we gather around the table in spite of our differences. It is my prayer that we will always be a parish which does so. We gather now not because of where we were educated, or because of our “histories”, but simply because we believe in the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as Lord. It is Christ who calls us together beyond the politics, fashion and theological divisions which seem to exist in our world wide Anglican Communion. It is my hope that we always, as the bumper sticker says, “Think Globally, Act Locally” **

Many Blessings 

The Rev’d Mark K.J. Robinson

**

Think Globally, Act Locally refers to the argument that global environmental problems can turn into action only by considering ecological, economic, and cultural differences of our local surroundings. This phrase was originated by Rene Dubos as an advisor to the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972. In 1979, Dubos suggested that ecological consciousness should begin at home. He believed that there needed to be a creation of a World Order in which "natural and social units maintain or recapture their identity, yet interplay with each other through a rich system of communications". In the 1980's, Dubos held to his thoughts on acting locally, and felt that issues involving the environment must be dealt with in their "unique physical, climatic, and cultural contexts."
