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From the Director of Christian Formation

As I write to you all for the last time my heart is full of gratitude.  Much has been accomplished in the last three and a half years, but I hardly did this on my own.  My role among you has been to listen to your hopes & dreams for Christian Formation and this parish and then invite individuals into ministry based on their gifts and passions.  Many of you have thanked me for what I have done but really it is what we have done together.  Many, many people have worked alongside me in this ministry, and it is they who deserve much of the credit for what has happened.

I want to begin by recognizing two individuals in particular: Doug Champion and Liz Hall.  Doug held the post of Interim Director of Christian Education for the six months prior to my arrival.  Doug told me early on that he measured his success in terms of my success.  His assistance was critical in helping me get my bearings and knowing where to start.  He has organizational skills par excellence and is quite the movie buff to boot!  I think I am not the only one who hopes that the Calvary Cinema Café might one day experience a resurrection.

Liz has served as a Church School teacher during my entire three and a half year tenure and for who knows how long before that.  She advocated tirelessly on behalf of Christian Formation during her tenure as a Vestry member.  She has been a constant source of encouragement and shared generously of her time & wisdom in thinking through “big picture” concerns regarding Christian Formation.  

Thank you, Doug and Liz.

Now let me turn to the greater cloud of witnesses that have helped to build the ministry of Christian Formation at Calvary Church…

Thank you to all who have served on the Church School team: Alexa Garvey, Colleen Bornstein, Brenda Williams, Liz Hall, Kate Welch, Suzanne Purnell, Sara Garvey, Cheryl Cummin, Ulrike Hence, Vivian Steele, Brenda Hultgren, Jess MacIver and most recently Therese Alexander and Christine Cabral.  Thank you to Eleanor Robinson, Bob Williams, Steve Coffey and Kevin Bornstein for teaching our Church School children to lift their voices in song to praise God.

Thank you to those who have ministered to our youth: Liz Hall, Barb Silver Holt, Tom Verde and Caroline Chapman.  Thank you to those who became part of the team this last year and were willing to be part of something new and emerging: Beverly Kowal, Katie Kraschel, Carol Fital, Kevin Fiftal, Liz Tattersall, Woodie Cushman, Donna Bodell, Heidi Simmons, Brenda Williams, Tom Williams and most recently Deb Bigelow.

Thank you to Sarah Hill Canning, Brenda Williams and Nan Jernigan who helped me identify and invite members of the youth team.

Thank you to confirmation mentors Woodie Cushman, Ben Baldwin, Jim Taylor and Stevie Champion.

Thank you to Liz Tattersall who has served as “acolyte mom.”  Her enthusiasm for the ministry of acolytes is palpable and contagious.  Thank you to all of the wonderful acolytes I have worked with: Martha Canning, Vivian Steele, Mallie Buffum, Jimmy Purnell, Emily Cummin, Maegan Garvey, Sam Slater, Tyler Bigelow, Christopher Chevalier and Aaron Williams.

Thank you to Anna Victoria who has for the past two and half years done a fabulous job caring for the littlest ones in our nursery on Sunday mornings.

Thank you to Mark Robinson, Anne Kimball, Bill Glazier, Doug Champion and Meredith Brown who have contributed to our adult education offerings.

Thank you to Margaret Tyler for the lessons in voice and spirit!

Thank you to Rowlie Stebbins, Michael Blair, Belinda deKay, Barbara Loftus, Barbara Barnes and Derick Nicholas for your encouragement and wise counsel.

Thank you to our parish staff.  Without exception they are capable, reliable and a joy to work with.  Thank you: Phyllis, Simon, Janet, Karen, Bob, Jen, Angie and Patty. 

Finally, thank you Mark.  I am indebted to you for your support of my family through not one but two (!) maternity leaves.  You have taught me much about creating a warm and welcoming parish environment.  Thank you for supporting me when my preaching created headaches for you!

Thank you to all who assisted with my ordination three years ago.  Thanks to all of you for allowing me to experiment and grow as a preacher.  Thank you for conversations and feedback that will make me a more able minister of the Gospel.  

Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you.

Blessings,

Mother Sara

P.S. Many of you have asked about my new parish and its environs.  Saint Alban’s is located in Arcata, CA on the coast about 275 miles (or a five-hour drive) north of San Francisco.  For those of you who know California geography, Arcata is located farther north than the wine country and farther north than Mendocino, yet still 90 miles south of the Oregon border.  Arcata is a college town, home to Humboldt State University.  A numbers of parishioners are affiliated with the University as faculty or staff.  The University has programs in natural resources and forestry which is a good thing when you have a forester in the family!  The parish is small, about 70 families.  Ecclesiastically speaking, Saint Alban’s is part of the Diocese of Northern California.  

My first Sunday with them is April 6.  My contact information as of then will be:

Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church

1675 Chester Avenue

Arcata, CA 95521

Office phone: (707) 822-4102

Email: stalban@tidepool.com
Website: www.northcoast.com/~stalban/

