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HABITAT SEEKS NEW BRAND OF VOLUNTEERS!
Habitat for Humanity will forever be associated with tools of construction, like the hammer and the saw.  But when the local affiliate opens its first ReStore early in 2008, retail will also play a major role.

That means volunteers of a different stripe are now needed – people willing and eager to meet the public, and comfortable working in what Habitat hopes will be a busy retail environment.  This one will be on Route 85 in Salem, housed in the same building as the popular Salem Country Gardens.

In preparation for the grand opening, likely in March, Habitat is now assembling a roster of reliable volunteers willing to give a few hours a week on a regular basis.  As with Habitat’s building projects, the success of the ReStore depends on getting volunteer commitments from the ground up.

Habitat ReStores sell donated construction and household items at deep discounts, with profits helping to build more Habitat houses in partnership with families in need of simple, decent shelter.  There are more than 400 ReStores already operating throughout the United States and Canada, including one in Bridgeport.  This will be the first in southeastern Connecticut, where affordable housing has long been scarce.

Customers looking for a good deal or on a budget can take advantage.  Only high quality used and new items will be accepted for donations, says Terri O’Rourke, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity of Southeastern Connecticut.

A great source of donations will be builders and sellers of construction and home goods as well as major home renovations, O’Rourke says.  Many donations are leftovers from building projects in which changes were made, leaving brand new materials in need of a new home.

Items that could have been wasted will be utilized to the benefit of customers, the environment, and the community at large, says O’Rourke.  She asks potential volunteers, even those merely considering the opportunity, to contact Habitat right away by emailing volunteerrelations@habitatsect.org or calling 860-442-7890, extension 3.  Those with materials to donate can contact Habitat at 860-442-7890 or send an email to its website – www.habitatsect.org.

There is more than one way to help build a home for someone in need.

