SEABURY DEANERY BOOK STUDY

WITH GRACE KASAMBA

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15

7 TO 9 P.M. IN CALVARY HOUSE

PLEASE JOIN US!

SONG OF LAWINO and SONG OF OCOL was written by a Ugandan poet Okot P’Bitek, born in Acholi land. He learned the art of Acholi poetry from his parents. His mother was a great singer of Acholi songs so he learned to coin meaningful Acholi phrases from her. He originally wrote in the Acholi language, and the book had to be translated into English to suit a wider audience. Though it lost some aspects of poetry such as rhyme and rhythm, it still retained a great deal of African-type expressions.

In it a wife who feels resentful of her husband’s rejection lashes at him because she is fed up with being ignored. She accuses him of leaving her for a worthless woman. She says that he has lost his manhood because he has taken on a new culture; a foreign culture alien to the Acholi people.

Her husband on the other hand does not want to have anything to do with a ‘backward’ woman. He has taken a new wife: a woman who, like him, has learned the ways of ‘modernity’ - the white man’s way. She dresses like, cooks like, and straightens her hair to look like a white woman. She is Ocol’s ideal woman; a woman with the ability to dance modern dances. 

His reply to Lawino is harsh; she is illiterate, dirty and not worthy of him.

Though the book is as big as a novel, it is made up of two poems: the first one being Lawino’s complaint (Song of Lawino) and the second is Ocol’s reply (Song of Ocol).

It highlights things such as:

Education: illiteracy vs. literacy

Religion: traditional vs. Christianity

Culture & Dance: traditional vs. European

Marriage: polygamy the African way

Dress: Traditional vs. European style

Gadgets: Traditional vs. modern

There are also gender issues that can be seen here. Women’s rights are violated, there is polygamy and women have no voice. The book is rich in African expressions such as sayings and imagery typical of oral literature; an art that was used to reprimand, correct, educate and pass forward the history of the peoples. 

To reserve a copy of the book ($10), please call the Calvary Church office at 860-535-1181 by Dec. 28.
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