I imagine you used to read Calvary Calling as you stood in front of the counter reading the daily mail. I had a similar pre- email Calvary Calling routine.  After walking through the door, hanging up my car keys I'd pet the dogs, throw my coat on the back of a chair and find my way to the mail in a pile on the kitchen counter, grab a glass of water and start looking through the bills, Christmas magazines, Christmas cards, and ...oh...Calvary Calling...Here it is. 
 

 

“Don't be afraid,” that’s what the angel says to Mary and it’s the same thing that the angel says to Joseph. These words, “don't be afraid,” are about the only place that St. Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus and St. Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus meet. The words are important because Joseph, as well as Mary, had much to fear. Joseph, as Mary, finds himself cast into the center of a great drama that could become a great tragedy. Joseph did not ask to be enlisted in the role of the husband-to-be of the woman who would courageously bear the Son of God. And yet, there he is. Curious that even in this era the church has focused so much on Mary and so little on Joseph. He is a co-worker with Mary in realizing the promises of God that is fulfilled in the birth of the Christ child. St. Matthew's Gospel gives Joseph the greatest attention in the story of the birth of the Christ child. And yet even St. Matthew's Gospel tells us very little about whom Joseph was, what Joseph did, and not one single word about what Joseph said.


That has to be one of the most curious things about Joseph. He utters not a single word in St. Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus. We know that one of his functions is to link Jesus with the lineage of David. Joseph performs this role silently, just standing there, standing in the long lineage of King David. And yet, Joseph is also a prototype for discipleship. Mary is often spoken of as “the first disciple.” Well, Joseph is a disciple as well. He stands there for all those contemporary disciples who quietly, sometimes embarrassingly get caught up in the drama of the purposes of God that we know as Jesus the Christ.


Here, in these days of Advent let us remember Joseph as a model of discipleship, an image of what it means to be caught up in the drama of the incarnation. 


There are those who serve God by saying courageous things in sermons. There are those who serve God by doing courageous deeds in their daily lives. And in these day's approaching the incarnation, let us remember that there are those who serve God by simply standing with God, standing for God, silently, courageously standing there.
 

Now go have a seat.
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